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LAND  TRUST  &  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  JOIN  ON  FARMS  PROJECT 


The  Sheffield  Land  Trust  and  the  Shef- 
field Historical  Society  have  joined  forces 
on  an  ambitious  project  to  showcase  and 
comprehensively  document  Sheffield's 
farms,  past  and  present. 

The  two  groups,  with  the  help  of 
more  than  two  dozen  volunteers,  are 
collecting  oral  histories  and  photographs 
that  will  become  part  of  the  Historical 
Society's  permanent  archives.  Some  of 
the  stories  and  images  collected  will  be 
highlighted  in  an  exhibit  at  the  Old  Stone 
Store,  "Voices  from  the  Fields:  The  Fam- 
ily Farms  of  Sheffield,"  which  will  run 
from  May  1  through  June  6. 

The  show  will  feature  photographs  of 
modern  and  historic  Sheffield  farms  and 
quotes  from  the  oral  histories:  the  "voices 
from  the  fields."  The  opening  reception  will 
take  place  on  Sat.,  May  8,  from  2  to  5pm. 

The  project  grew  out  of  the  Land 
Trust's  celebration  of  its  20"1  anniversary. 
Nancy  Smith,  president  emeritus  of 
the  organization,  and  Thaddeus  Kubis, 
a  Sheffield  resident  and  professional 
photographer,  created  posters  and  slides 
of  some  of  the  land  that's  been  protected 


and  the  people  who 
work  and  love  that         & 
land.  The  posters 
have  been  displayed 
at  The  Marketplace 
Cafe  and  other 
venues  in  the  com- 
munity and  on  slides 
at  the  Triplex  Movie 
Theater  in  Great 
Barrington.  As  Pat 
Elsbach,  secretary  of 
the  Land  Trust,  said, 
"These  beautifully 
produced  images 
have  become  a  symbol 
of  our  anniversary  celebration." 

"We  had  a  great  time  working  with  a 
few  farmers  for  the  posters,"  says  Nancy. 
"But  it  left  us  wanting  to  talk  to  every  one 
of  Sheffield's  farmers  and  to  photograph 
all  the  farms." 

The  idea  of  pairing  modern  views 
with  historical  ones  was  a  natural  pro- 
gression, and  the  Historical  Society  was 
thrilled  to  collaborate. 

"Both  our  organizations  focus  on 
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ARTICLES  PASS  AT  SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 

All  three  articles  on  the  warrant  for  the 
Special  Town  Meeting  on  Jan.  11  passed 
by  acclamation.  The  impetus  for  the 
meeting  was  the  new  Senior  Center.  One 
article  allowed  the  town  to  accept  an 
easement  from  the  Sheffield  Post  Home, 
owner  of  the  American  Legion  hall  on 
Cook  Rd.,  so  a  septic  system  can  be  built. 


Another  article  asked  for  permission 
to  waive  the  state's  maximum  retirement 
age  for  James  McGarry,  Sheffield's  police 
chief,  until  June  2015.  The  third  article 
was  a  collection  of  zoning  by-law  changes 
to  rationalize  the  uses  allowed  in  the 
parts  of  town  zoned  for  commercial  and 
business  enterprises. 


Shade  Farm  from  Rebellion  Rd. 

preservation:  of  land  and  of  history,"  says 
Dennis  Sears,  president  of  the  Historical 
Society. "Joining  to  present  this  exhibit  is 
an  example  of  how  two  organizations  can 
work  together  and  achieve  greater  results 
than  we  could  on  our  own." 

The  show  will  provide  a  fitting  conclu- 
sion for  the  Land  Trust's  anniversary  year, 
says  Susan  Rothschild,  chair  of  the  show 
for  the  Land  Trust,  "since  the  farming 
community  has  long  been  a  backbone  of 
our  town." 

The  volunteers  are  sitting  down  with 
more  than  50  families  and  farmers  during 
the  winter  months,  when  the  press  of 
farmwork  subsides  a  little,  to  ask  them  to 
share  their  experiences.  The  oral  histories 
will  collect  information  such  as  the  farm's 
history,  how  the  person  or  family  began 
farming,  outside  jobs  held  to  keep  the  farm 
afloat,  present-day  production  and  the  joys 

Continued  on  page  7 
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live.  If  you  haven't  sent  in  your 

contribution,  do  it  now! 

AND  THANK  YOU! 
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BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL  TO  BUILD  NEW  MATH  AND  SCIENCE  CENTER 
Project  to  bring  dozens  of  jobs  to  Sheffield 

One  year  after  opening  its 
newly  restored  academic  build- 
ing and  dedicating  its  new  ath- 
letic center,  Berkshire  School 
announced  plans  to  build  a 
39,000-square-foot  math  and 
science  center  on  its  campus  on 
Route  41  in  Sheffield. 

The  school's  board  of 
trustees  gave  the  go-ahead  for 
the  project  at  its  recent  winter 
meeting,  noting  that  in  accor- 
dance with  school  policy,  the 
building  will  be  fully  funded 
and  endowed  before  construe-    1 
tion  begins.  Groundbreaking 
is  expected  to  begin  on  the  cur-  | 
rent  site  of  Memorial  Hall  as      1 

early  as  January  201 1,  and  the     Jhe  Glenny  House/ Memorial  Hall  complex, 
center  would  open  in  Septem-     the  future  site  of  Berkshire  School's  new  math 
ber  2012  for  the  start  of  the        and  science  center,  in  the  1920s  and  today. 
hool 


scnool  year. 

"It  is  no  secret  that  America  has 
fallen  behind  in  math  and  science," 
Head  of  School  Michael  J.  Maher 
wrote  in  a  letter  to  the  school's  parents 
and  alumni.  "The  new  center  will  sig- 
nificantly improve  the  learning  envi- 
ronment and  opportunities  available  to 
our  students  in  these  key  disciplines." 

The  first  step  in  the  project  will  be 
the  long-delayed  razing  of  the  46,464- 
square-foot  Memorial  Hall  and  the 
adjacent  Glenny  House  this  summer. 
Built  in  1920  and  for  decades  the  heart 
of  the  school,  the  massive  Memorial 
Hall  was  closed  as  a  dormitory  in  2003 
and  is  in  serious  disrepair,  while  Glenny 
House,  built  in  1920  as  the  headmaster's 
house  and  converted  into  a  girls'  dormi- 
tory in  the  1980s,  has  been  vacant  for 
even  longer. 

The  school  will  preserve  many  of 
Memorial's  iconic  details,  including 
the  light  fixtures,  the  chestnut  panel- 
ing and  mural  in  Johnston  Common 
Room,  the  stone  walls  in  front  and 
back  of  the  building  and  the  carved 


archway  that  commemorates 
Berkshire  alumni  who  served 
in  World  War  I,  including  the 
five  who  gave  their  lives.  The 
music  rooms  and  dance  studio 
currently  on  the  first  floor  of 
Memorial  will  move  to  new 
quarters  in  the  student  center 
and  gymnasium,  respectively. 

Sheffield  resident  and 
1978  Berkshire  graduate  Tim 
Fulco,  the  school's  director 
of  facilities  management, 
estimates  that  the  demoli- 
tion phase  will  generate  up  to  30 
jobs,  and  the  construction  phase  up 
to  50  more.  Last  year  the  Berkshire 
Hall  and  Jackman  L.  Stewart  Athletic 
Center  projects  resulted  in  150  jobs. 
Berkshire  School  is  one  of  South 
Berkshire's  largest  employers,  with  160 
full-time  employees. 

The  new  building's  architects, 
Centerbrook  Architects  and  Planners 
of  Centerbrook,  CT,  designed  the 
acclaimed  Kroon  Hall  at  Yale  Univer- 


BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL  GRADWINS  OLYMPIC  MEDAL 

Kacey  Bellamy,  Class  of  '05,  became  the  school's  first  female  graduate  to  win  a 
medal  in  the  Olympic  games  as  part  of  the  U.S.  women's  hockey  team.The  team 
won  a  silver  medal  after  losing  to  Canada  in  the  final  on  Feb.  25.  Kacey  played  in  all 
four  games  and  had  one  assist 


sity,  a  showcase  for  the  latest  in  green 
building  technologies.  Berkshire's  new 
building  is  certified  by  the  Leadership 
in  Energy  and  Environmental  Design 
(LEED)  Green  Building  Rating  System. 
The  stucco  exterior  will  echo  the  exteri- 
ors of  Memorial  and  neighboring  Allen 
House,  while  the  three-story  interior 
will  accommodate  six  math  classrooms, 
eight  science  classroom  labs,  a  100-seat 
teaching  auditorium,  two  department 
offices,  and  one  advanced  math/sci- 
ence lab  equipped  with  state-of-the-art 
scientific  research  tools. 

This  summer,  Berkshire  will  build 
12  new  tennis  courts  on  the  southwest- 
ern corner  of  campus  to  accommodate 
the  school's  three  boys'  and  three  girls' 
tennis  teams.  Excavation,  construction 
and  fencing  will  generate  about  20  jobs, 
according  to  Fulco.  — James  Harris 


Community  News 


A  BISHOP  COMES  TO  SHEFFIELD 


For  the  former  Bishop  of  Rochester  (NY), 
the  Right  Reverend  Jack  M.  McKelvey,  our 
village  of  Sheffield  could  seem  like  a  quiet 
backwater.  But  for  Bishop  McKelvey,  and 
his  wife,  Linda,  it  is  very  much  like  coming 
home  because  of  their  deep  roots  and 
long-standing  ties  to  the  community 

Bishop  McKelvey  has  taken  on  the 
role  of  "supply  priest,"  providing  temporary 
coverage  for  Christ  Church  Episcopal  and 
Trinity  Lutheran  Church  from  January  to 
Easter  while  the  Reverend  Annie  Ryder  is 
on  sabbatical.  She  is  traveling  to  Australia, 
Germany  and  Ghana,  where  she  will  work 
in  the  Babies'  Home  in  Mampong,  acting  as 
one  of  the  chaplains  to  the  ministries  there. 

A  lunchtime  conversation  between 
Reverend  Ryder  and  Linda  McKelvey  led 
to  Bishop  McKelvey's  coming  to  Sheffield. 
Annie  was  eager  to  take  a  well-deserved 
sabbatical  but  was  concerned  about  leav- 
ing her  congregation.  (The  sabbatical  is 
funded  by  the  Lilly  Endowment,  based  in 


Indianapolis.  In  recent  years,  the  organiza- 
tion's grant-making  in  the  area  of  religion 
has  focused  on  efforts  that  enhance  and 
sustain  the  quality  of  ministry  in  Ameri- 
can congregations  and  parishes.) 

Linda  prompdy  offered  her  husband  as  a 
replacement.  Bishop  McKelvey  had  recendy 
retired  as  Bishop  of  Rochester,  but  the  couple 
has  had  a  home  in  Sheffield  for  30  years  and 
has  close  friends  in  the  community. 

Linda's  family  has  long  had  a  vital 
association  with  Sheffield.  Her  father 
was  Loring  Boardman,  and  her  parents 
attended  Christ  Church  Episcopal.  Her 
family  was  instrumental  in  establishing 
Christ  Church  several  generations  back. 
Although  they  later  moved  to  New  Jersey, 
they  returned  in  retirement  to  live  once 
again  in  Sheffield. 

For  Bishop  McKelvey,  his  home  in 
Sheffield  represented  a  fixed  point  in  his 
life  as  he,  Linda  and  their  children  moved 
throughout  his  career.  They  always  spent 


Bishop  McKelvey  in  Rochester  in  2005 
Thanksgiving  here  over  the  years  and, 
although  he  grew  up  in  Delaware,  he 
found  himself  more  and  more  regarding 
Sheffield  as  home. 

He  began  his  career  as  rector  of  a 
church  in  Delaware  that  had  been  founded 
by  Lutherans  but  which  was  handed  over  to 


THE  HEW  H1ILB0KOEOD  VILLAGE  ASSOCIATION  PRESENTS... 

fZLM   CLASSZCS 


Saturday.  March  20 

/jo  to  *?zo  as 

This  1946  film  was  directed  and  produced  by  Alfred  Hitch- 
cock and  stars  Cary  Grant,  Ingrid  Bergman  and  Claude 
Rains  as  three  people  whose  lives  become  intimately 
entangled  during  an  espionage  operation.  Larry  Burke, 
who  once  met  with  Hitchcock,  will  talk  about  the  director's 
visual  style,  and  the  making  of  a  suspense/  thriller. 


Saturday,  April  24 

KISS  Or2>£ATW 

This  1947  film  noir  was  directed  by  Henry  Hathaway  and 
Charles  Lederer  and  starring  Victor  Mature  and  Rich- 
ard Widmark  as  one  of  film's  most  memorable  villains. 
Charles  Jones  will  describe  the  origins  of  film  noir  and 
its  chief  characteristics,  many  of  which  are  represented 
in  this  film. 


Admission  $10  adults,  $5  children  •  Shows  start  at  5pm 

The  Meeting  House  Gallery 

154  Harts ville/  New  Marlborough  Road 


•  New  Marlborough. 


Seating  is  limited,  so  reservations  are  suggested:  email  tickets@newmarlborough.org  or  call  229-2785 

Refreshments  will  be  served  after  each  film 


the  Episcopal  diocese  in  1791  as  Lutherans 
moved  out  of  the  area.  He  is  thus  very 
familiar  with  the  idea  of  a  "conjoint  congre- 
gation," one  in  which  two  separate  congre- 
gations unite  in  a  common  cause.  Christ 
Church  Episcopal  and  Trinity  Lutheran, 
which  recendy  combined,  is  such  a  congre- 
gation. Bishop  McKelvey  says,  "What  has 
pulled  this  congregation  together  is  what 
they  do  together — they  work  to  help  the 
homeless  and  the  community  in  Sheffield 
and  surrounding  areas."  He  adds,  "The 
Lutheran/Episcopalian  mix  is  wonder- 
ful. It  brings  such  energy  and  life  to  the 
congregation — much  of  it  is  Annies  doing, 
making  it  work." 

Before  he  was  appointed  Bishop  of 
Rochester,  McKelvey  spent  20  years  in 
New  Jersey,  working  for  the  Archdiocese  of 
Newark  in  Englewood  for  10  years  and  as 
Assisting  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Newark 
for  10  years.  In  Rochester  he  oversaw  54 
congregations,  his  wife  Linda  accompanying 


BENEFIT  FOR  SENIOR  CENTER 

The  Friends  of  the  Sheffield  Senior  Center  invite  you  to  dance  and  listen  to  the 
mellow  tunes  of  the  40s  and  50s  played  by  the  Eagles  on  Sat,  April  17,  at  7:30pm 
at  the  Undermountain  Elementary  School  cafeteria. The  Sheffield  Cultural  Council 
is  sponsoring  this  night  of  big  band  music  to  celebrate  the  groundbreaking  for  the 
new  Senior  Center  and  raise  funds  for  the  Friends. The  Eagles  band,  founded  in 
1936  and  is  the  oldest  continuing  ensembles  in  the  Berkshires.  It's  the  official  band 
of  the  City  of  Pittsfield  and  gives  regular  concerts  in  the  summer. 

Refreshments  will  be  served. Advance  tickets  will  be  available  at  Dewey  Hall 
(229-7022)  for  a  $  1 5  donation  ($  1 7  at  the  door),  free  for  children  under  1 0.  For 
more  information,  call  Claudia  Martin,  event  chairman  at  229-2871. 


him  to  a  different  church  each  week.  He 
served  as  bishop  for  nearly  a  decade. 

After  his  retirement,  the  couple 
continues  to  spend  much  of  their  time  in 
Rochester,  where  they  maintain  a  home. 
One  reason  is  that  Bishop  McKelvey  is 
a  baseball  fanatic — he  played  baseball 
and  basketball  in  college,  where  he  met 
Linda — and  the  Rochester  Redwings  are 
the  highest  minor  league  team  in  the  Min- 
nesota Twins  organization.  He  says  that 
Rochester  has  "a  wonderful  energy.  There 
are  13  colleges  in  greater  Rochester  and 
over  700  concerts  a  year  at  the  Eastman 
School  of  Music." 

Asked  about  how  he  feels  about  coming 
to  the  much  smaller  metropolis  of  Sheffield, 


he  replies,  "I  had  a  litde  apprehension  when 
I  first  started  here  in  January.  I  hadn't  writ- 
ten a  sermon  in  a  while,  but  all  went  well." 
As  Linda  said  at  a  recent  annual  meeting  of 
the  congregation,  coming  back  to  Sheffield 
is  like  coming  home. 

Bishop  McKelvey  also  appears  to  be 
relishing  his  time  in  Sheffield,  saying  "  It's 
fun  to  be  in  the  pulpit  here.  I  get  to  do  all 
the  things  I  enjoy,  such  as  preaching  and 
pastoral  care,  and  none  of  the  less  appeal- 
ing things  such  as  meetings  and  planning 
committees!  I  always  loved  parish  minis- 
try," he  adds.  Sheffield  is  fortunate  to  have 
this  dynamic  and  charismatic  bishop  as 
the  leader  of  a  local  church. 

— Dr.  Gillian  Hettinger 
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upcoming  LAND  TRUST  events 

fc  May  1  to  June  6:  With  the  Historical 

Society,  "Voices  from  the  Fields:  The  Fam- 
ily Farms  of  Shef field"  at  the  Old  Stone 
Store.  Opening  reception:  May  8. 

*  June  12:  "The  Gondoliers"  gala  benefit 
performance  at  the  Mahaiwe  Theater  in 
Great  Barrington. 

?f  June  26:  Annual  Meeting  and  Picnic. 

?f  And  look  for  the  Land  Trust's  display  in 
Guido's  window,  April  17  to  May  16. 

Call  229-0234  for  more  information 


Spectacular  Pasta 
^  Dinner 


•  All  the  pasta 
you  can  eat! 

•  Chinese  Auction 

•  50/50  Raffle 
supports  Kiwanis 

Food  Drive 


Saturday,  April  17,  5-7:30  pm 

Adults  $10;  Children  3-10  $5 
Children  under  3  free 

American  Legion  Hall,  Rte.  7,  Sheffield 


Community  News 


NEWS  FROM  MT.  EVERETT 

Poetry  Out  Loud 

For  the  second  year,  Mt.  Everett  students  are  taking  part  in 
the  national  "Poetry  Out  Loud '  competition.  The  contest  is 
sponsored  by  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts,  the  Poetry 
Foundation  and  Massachusetts  Cultural  Council  and  culminates 
in  April  in  a  national  recitation  contest  in  Washington,  DC. 

At  Mount  Everett  the  competition  began  Jan.  15  with  the 
classroom  competitions.  Every  student  in  English  classes  grades 
9-12  was  required  to  memorize  a  poem  and  recite  it  in  front  of 
their  peers.  Winners  of  the  classroom  competition  went  on  to 
grade  competitions. 

Those  took  place  on  Jan.  21.  Senior  Jessica  Bradley 
thought  the  people  participating  in  the  grade  competition 

"were  really  good.  It  was  hard 
enough  to  memorize  a  poem  and 
recite  it  in  front  of  the  class  then 
the  grade  and  even  possibly  the 
school.  They  made  it  seem  so  easy 
and  their  poems  were  filled  with 
emotion." 

By  the  end  of  the  day  the 
competition  was  narrowed  down  to 
five  people,  Kodi  Sullivan  (senior), 
Kayla  Alden  (junior),  Gabriella 
Makuc  and  Jordan  Lome  (sopho- 
mores who  tied),  and  Victoria 
Aldam  (freshman).  These  students 
had  to  memorize  two  poems  for  the 
school  competition  on  Jan.  28. 
By  the  time  of  the  school- 
wide  competition,  nerves  were 
taut.  As  junior  Christian  Schutz 
said,  "I  got  nervous  reciting  in  front  of  the  class.  I  couldn't 
imagine  how  I  would  feel  doing  it  in  front  of  the  school." 

The  contestants  recited  their  first  poems,  and  while  the 
judges  tallied  the  scores,  the  audience  was  treated  to  music  by 
students  Charles  Ormsbee  and  Peter  Zdziarski,  whose  band 
is  called  "The  Crossroads."  Then  the  students  returned  to  the 


Gabriella  Makuc 


stage  to  recite  their 
second  poem. 
Winners  were 

announced  the  follow-     n  »■      r    j     c     /    r-     j 

Calling  pr  the  hagle  bund. 

f>.  '*  Mt.  Everett  students  Wyatt  Nonan  and 

Makuc  won  first  place  r  •     •   -r     ■  1        *1      i 

r*   r-n  Lizzie  lomich  on  the  phones. 
and  a  prize  or  $150. 

The  runner  up  was  Victoria  Aldam,  who  won  $50. 

Gabi  will  be  representing  Mount  Everett  at  the  Western  Mas- 
sachusetts competition  in  Springfield,  MA,  where  she  will  have 
to  recite  the  same  two  poems.  Winners  of  this  semi-final  round 
move  to  the  state  finals,  where  they  have  to  recite  three  poems. 

Congratulations  to  all  who  participated  in  the  Poetry  Out 
Loud  competition,  and  good  luck  to  Gabi! 

— Michelle  Ackerman,  senior 

Students  raise  close  to  $10,000  for  Eagle  Fund 

Mt.  Everett  High  School  students  raised  nearly  $10,000  in 
pledges  during  two  evenings  of  the  annual  November  pho- 
nathon  for  the  Eagle  Fund.  The  Eagle  Fund  supports  enrich- 
ment programs  throughout  the  Southern  Berkshire  Regional 
School  District. 

Board  members  for  the  Eagle  Fund  organized  calling  lists 
for  the  event  and  supervised  the  students  as  they  contacted 
hundreds  of  residents  in  the  five  towns  that  comprise  the 
Southern  Berkshire  district:  Alford,  Egremont,  Monterey, 
New  Marlborough  and  Sheffield.  The  student  volunteers  are 
members  of  the  school's  chapter  of  S  ADD  (Students  Against 
Destructive  Decisions).  Pledges  totaled  $9,378. 

The  fund,  an  endowment  managed  by  Berkshire  Taconic 
Community  Foundation  in  Great  Barrington,  makes  grants 
each  spring  for  programs  and  opportunities  proposed  by  stu- 
dents, teachers  and  community  members.  Since  the  founding 
of  the  Eagle  Fund  in  1998,  grants  have  helped  pay  for  summer 
theater,  a  music  studio,  trumpet  lessons,  an  art  and  literature 
magazine,  concerts  and  other  programs  that  augment  the 
regular  school  curriculum. 

For  more  information  check  the  website:  www.sbeaglefund.org. 
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34  South  Main  Street 

Sheffield  Ma  01 257 

413-229-6654 

. .  Annie  Juhiin 

owner/stylist 
„erkshirestyies.corn 


REVERSE  MORTGAGES 


BIGGER  LENDER  -  FASTER  CLOSINGS  -  SAME  GREAT  SERVICE 


Jessica  Krupski 

Reverse  Mortgage  Consultant 
Senior  Products  Group 
Wells  Fargo  Home  Mortgage 
Serving  Western  Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut  Regions 
888  229-9908  Office 
413  329-8399  Cell 
jessica.krupski@wellsfargo.com 


Land  Trust  &  Historical  Society's  farms  project,  from  page  i 


and  frustrations  of  the  farming  life. 

In  addition  to  hearing  from  those  who 
currendy  work  or  own  the  land,  the  two 
organizations  are  hoping  to  interview 
those  who  used  to.  Farmers,  families  or 
owners  past  and  present  who  have  not 
been  contacted  can  call  the  Land  Trust 
(229-0234)  or  the  Historical  Society 
(229-2964)  to  be  included  in  the  project. 

The  interviews  point  up  how  diverse 
Sheffield's  farms  are,  from  large  dairy  opera- 
tions to  smaller,  market-oriented  farms. 
Jimmy  Larkin,  who  works  his  family's  farm 
in  the  northern  part  of  town  with  his  father 
and  uncle,  can  tell  about  how  hard  it  is  to 
make  money  milking  cows  these  days.  "This 
year  we  hope  to  run  even," he  says/thanks 
to  some  state  support." 

Dominic  Palumbo  of  Moon  in  the 
Pond  Farm  on  Barnum  St.  tells  how  he 
fell  in  love  with  farming  and  is  striving  to 
make  his  farm  a  model  for  self-sustaining 


agriculture.  Part  of  that  requires  finding 
a  way  to  sell  what  he  grows,  and  that  led 
him  to  help  establish  the  Farmers  Market 
of  Sheffield. 

Land  in  Sheffield  has  been  farmed 
since  before  Sheffield  was  incorporated 
in  1733.  As  Jim  Miller  notes  in  his  book 
Early  Life  in  Sheffield,  settlers  competed 
for  the  good  land  in  the  narrow  Housa- 
tonic  River  Valley.  Early  farms  were 
small  (HVi  acres  on  average)  and  only 
occasionally  grew  a  cash  crop.  Wheat 
was  exported  but  later  "excess  grain  was 
commonly  sent  to  one  of  the  two  local 
distilleries  to  be  converted  to  alcohol." 

Today,  Sheffield  has  the  highest  con- 
centration of  farms  in  Berkshire  County 
and  accounts  for  much  of  the  milk  pro- 
duced in  Berkshire  County.  The  success 
of  Sheffield's  farms  is  due  to  good  soils, 
skilled  farmers  and  careful  stewardship 
of  the  land  over  the  generations.  Main- 


REUNION  FOR  MT.  EVERETT  CLASS  OF  1959 


Mount  Everett  High  School  Class  of 
1959,  the  first  class  to  complete  four 
years  of  high  school  at  the  Southern 
Berkshire  Regional  School,  held  its  50th 
anniversary  reunion  on  Sept.  27  at  the 
Bridge  Restaurant  in  Sheffield.  The  din- 
ner was  attended  by  17  class  members 
and  their  spouses.  Class  President  David 
Preston  acted  as  master  of  ceremonies. 
Frederick  Willcox  of  Rancho  Cardova, 
C  A,  and  Susan  Shaw  Kaplan  of  Ingram, 
TX,  traveled  the  farthest. 

The  graduating  class  of  37  now  has 
31  surviving  classmates.  The  10-mem- 
ber  reunion  committee — David  Pres- 
ton, Joan  Christman  Hotaling,  Marjo- 
rie  Gingras  Consolini,  Peter  Eichstedt, 
William  Clark,  Charlotte  Grahn 
Eichstedt,  W.  Jackson  French,  Nancy 
Warner  Dean,  Frederick  Willcox,  and 
Jane  Herrick  Grohs — were  successful 
in  contacting  everyone. 

The  dinner  was  preceded  by  a 
guided  tour  of  the  present  Mount  Ever- 
ett High  School  and  Undermountain 
Elementary  School  by  staff  member 
Paul  O'Brien,  supervisor  of  technol- 
ogy. Glen  De  Voti,  the  principal  of  the 
middle  and  high  school,  welcomed 
the  group  and  joined  the  tour.  Many 
of  the  graduates  had  not  returned  to 
the  school  since  their  graduation  on 
June  12,  1959.  They  were  amazed  and 


impressed  at  the  technology  and  the 
curriculum  offered  and  at  the  enlarged 
and  remodeled  buildings. 

Everyone  agreed  that  they  had 
received  an  excellent  education  at  Mount 
Everett  that  had  prepared  them  for  col- 
lege, the  military  or  the  work  force. 

Debra  and  Tracy  Wilkinson  pho- 
tographed the  reunion  activities  as 
everyone  reminisced  about  good  times 
and  old  friends.  A  booklet  was  prepared 


taining  that  land  base  and  the  viability 
of  the  town's  farms  has  been  the  focus  of 
much  of  the  Land  Trust's  work  since  its 
founding  in  1989.  It  has  partnered  with 
land  owners  and  the  Massachusetts  Dept. 
of  Agriculture  Resource's  Agricultural 
Preservation  Restriction  program  to  help 
conserve  more  than  a  dozen  Sheffield 
farms  and  land  critical  to  their  survival. 

The  oral  history  project  will  help  con- 
serve that  agricultural  heritage  in  another 
way.  The  recollections  and  photographs 
will  be  maintained  by  the  Historical 
Society  as  part  of  its  archives.  A  grant 
to  fund  the  transcription  of  the  tapes  is 
being  sought. 

"This  project  is  big,  and  it's  been  fun 
to  see  so  many  people  excited  by  it,"  says 
Nancy  Smith  of  the  Land  Trust. 

Says  Dennis  Sears  of  the  Historical 
Society,  "I  think  this  will  be  one  of  our 
most  popular  exhibits." 


by  the  committee  for  all  31  classmates 
with  completed  classmate  question- 
naires, addresses,  phone  numbers,  a  copy 
of  the  June  12,  1959,  commencement 
program,  photos  of  the  graduates  and 
their  families  and  biographies  of  the  six 
deceased  classmates. 

This  class  reunion  was  a  huge  suc- 
cess, and  those  present  agreed  to  have 
another  reunion  in  five  years. 

— Marjorie  Consolini 


Mount  Everett  High  School  class  of 1959.  Front  row:  Sophie  Macchi  Miller,  Marie 
Peters  Frank,  Joan  Christman  Hotaling,  Veronica  Higgins  Shea,  Susan  Shaw  Kaplan, 
Charlotte  Grahn  Eichstedt,  Elizabeth  Snyder  Hitchcock,  Marjorie  Gingras  Consolini,  and 
Nancy  Warner  Dean.  Back  row:  W.Jackson  French,  Robert  Jackson,  Bruce  Howden, 
Peter  Eichstedt,  David  Preston,  Charles  Proctor,  William  Clark,  and  Frederick  Willcox. 


Community  News 


Progress  on  the  Fire  House 

The  first  phase  of  the  work  was  to  build  a  new  bay  for  new,  larger  fretrucks.  According  to 
Rick  Boardman,  Sheffield's  Fire  Chief  that  work  is  "90 percent  complete" He  says,  "We 
are  waiting  for  spring  to  finish  trim  work  and  our  sign,  which  we  want  to  surprise  everyone 
with"  The  second  phase  is  estimated  to  cost  an  additional  $500,000.  It  would  refurbish 
the  kitchen  and  raise  the  roof  of  the  existing  fir  ehouse  to  the  height  of  the  new  bay.  The  new 
second  floor  would  allow  room  for  lockers  and  gear  storage,  training  rooms  and  a  communi- 
cations room.  A  letter  askingfor  help  in  funding  that  work  has  been  sent  to  town  residents. 


DEWEY  HALL  FOLK  SERIES 

On  March  6,  the  series  features 
Robby  Baier  and  special  guest  Levin 
Gillespie.  Robby's  work  has  earned 
him  nominations  for  Boston  Music 
Awards  as  Outstanding  Singer/Song- 
writer and  for  Outstanding  Debut  in 
the  Contemporary  Folk  Art  Album 
category,  www.melodrome.com. 

On  April  3,  the  series  fea- 
tures JoAnne  Redding  with  Adam 
Michale  Rothberg  and  Greg  Becker. 
Hailing  from  Lenox, Joanne  plays  a 
"soulful  mix  of  self-penned  roots 
music,  blues,  country,  and  rock  n' 
soul."  She's  been  a  regular  at  The 
Guthrie  Center  and  has  showcased 
at  the  Falcon  Ridge  Folk  Festival. 
Her  song  "I  Want  Everything"  can 
be  heard  in  the  independent  film 
Moving  McAllister. 

Shows  are  at  7:30  on  the  first 
Saturday  of  each  month.  Dewey 
Hall  is  a  lovely  architectural  space 
with  excellent  acoustics. Tables  are 
set  with  checkered  table  cloths 
and  candles.  Light  refreshments  are 
available. The  suggested  donation 
is  $10. 


Voices  from  the  Fields: 
The  Family  Farms  of  Sheffield 


Celebrating 
&  Documenting 
Sheffield's 
Family    Farms 
from    Yesterday 
to    To  DAY 


Exhibit 
Hours: 

Friday 

3:30-7    pm, 

s  atu  r  day, 

10-2    PM    & 

Sunday 

11-3     PM 


Saturday,  May  1 — Sunday,  June  6 

Reception:  Saturday,  May  8,  2-5  pm 

Exhibit  in  the  Old  Stone  Store 


Webster 
risers  oil 


Fine  Gardens  •  Stonework  •  Tree  Care 
Plant  Health  Care 


"Our  apple  trees  look  so  much  better 

than  they  did  last  year!" 

-  E.R.,  Stockbridge,  MA 


Now  is  the  Time  to.... 

•  Prune  Fruit  Trees 

•  Inspect  Trees  and  Shrubs  for  Diseases  and  Overwintering  Pests 

•  Identify  and  Remove  Woody  Invasive  Species 

•  Plan  Your  2010  Organic  Lawn  Care  Program 

•  Design  and  Plan  Spring  Landscape  Projects  of  all  sizes! 


413-229-8124 
www.Websterlngersoll.com 
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CHURCH  NEWS 

Food  Assistance  Program 

The  Sheffield  Food  Assistance  Program  is  grateful  to  all  the  volun- 
teers who  help  us  feed  folks  in  need — those  who  help  us  by  donating 
food  and  those,  who  come  in  to  help  unpack  and  sort  the  donations, 
as  in  the  picture  below.  Volunteers  gather  at  8:30  and  are  finished 
by  10:30  on  Monday  mornings.  If  you're  interested,  call  Marcia 
Brolli  at  229-2624. 

Keep  us  in  mind  when  you  shop.  You  can  leave  contributions  in 
the  barrel  at  the  Berkshire  Bank  branch  in  town. 


RELIGIOUS  SERVICES 


ASHLEY  FALLS 


Greenwoods  Community  Church 

(non-denominational),  355  Clayton 
Rd.  229-8560;  parsonage  (860) 
824-7442.  Sunday:  9:30am  Sunday 
School  (ages  3-adult);  10:30am 
Worship  Service,  nursery  care 
provided.  Rev.  Edward  M.  Eastman 
Jr.,  Pastor 

Trinity  Methodist  (United  Methodist), 
1156  Ashley  Falls  Rd.  229-2712. 

Sunday:  9am  Service.  Betty  LeGeyt, 
Pastor 

NORTH  EGREMONT 

North  Egremont  Baptist,  Egremont 
Plain  Rd.  (Rt.  71)  528-6066.  Sunday: 
10am  Worship;  Monday:  6pm  Bible 
Study.  Rev.  Stephen  Vannah,  Pastor 

GREAT  BARRINGTON 

Congregation  Ahavath  Shalom 

(reconstructionist),  North  St.  5284197. 
Friday,  8pm  &  Saturday,  10am.  Ser- 
vices not  held  every  week.  Schedules 
are  updated  on  answering  machine 

Hevreh  of  Southern  Berkshire,  270 

State  Rd.  528-6378.  Friday:  7:30pm 
Shabbat  Service.  Saturday:  10am 
Shabbat  service  &  Torah  study.  Rabbi 


Deborah  Zecher,  Associate  Rabbi  Ari 
Rosenberg 

SHEFFIELD 

Christ  Church  Episcopal  &  Trinity 
Lutheran,180  Main  St.  229-8811. 
Sunday:  8am  &  10am  Holy  Eucha- 
rist; 10am  Sunday  School  &  child 
care;  Thursday:  10am  Holy  Eucharist 
&  Healing.  Rev.  Anne  Ryder 

Congregation  of  Jehovah's 
Witnesses,  Route  7  &  Kellogg  Rd. 
229-8649.  The  public  is  welcome. 

Old  Parish  (United  Church  of  Christ), 
125  Main  St.  229-8173.  Sunday: 
10am  Worship,  Sunday  School, 
10am.  Rev.  Jill  Graham,  Pastor 

Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  (Catholic), 

Maple  Ave.  229-3028.  Saturday: 
4:00pm  Mass;  Sunday:  Sheffield 
7:30am,  9am  Masses;  Mill  River 
10:30  Mass.  Father  Henry  Kowalczyk 

Sheffield  Chapel  (non-denomina- 
tional), 1970  N.  Main  St.  528-2911, 
www.sheffieldchapel.org.  Sunday: 
10:45am  Worship,  9:30am  Sunday 
School  for  all  ages.  Wed.:  Group 
Prayer  Time  7pm.  Pastor  Corey 
McLaughlin 


SHEFFIELD  POTTERY 

I    xpect  the  (Unexpected. 


(_^ontemporara  /\merican  /\rt  |  ottem 
for  JJome,  tne  (jarden  and  tne  "["able... 

Order  Online  at 

www.AmericanMadePottery.com 

Toll-Free  888.774-2529 


(JS  Route  7  North  Main  S*-  Sheffield  MA  0 1 157 
+  15  225-/700  x!4 


Library  News 


RECOMMENDED  READING 

Hope  Leslie;  or  Early  Times  in  the  Massachusetts  by 
Catharine  Maria  Sedgwick  (edited  by  Mary  Kelly),  Rutgers 
University  Press,  New  Brunswick,  NJ,  1987. 

"For  the  temper  of  the  brain  in  quick  apprehensions  and  acute  judgments, 
to  say  no  more,  the  most  High  and  Sovereign  God  hath  not  made  the 
Indian  inferior  to  the  European."  — Roger  Williams 

After  the  morning  message  each  Sunday  at  Old  Parish  Church, 
The  Rev.  Jill  Graham  now  includes  "Reflections  from  the  Con- 
gregation," where  those  of  us  so  willing  can  share  what  we  have 
been  thinking  about.  At  the  beginning  I,  for  one,  was  apprehen- 
sive. I'm  not  any  more. 

Still,  it's  much  different  from  the  way  Sheffieldites  con- 
ducted church  275  years  ago.  "Church"  was  the  place  where  we 
came  to  learn  about  God  as  taught  by  a  male  minister.  That's  no 
longer  true.  Now  Old  Parish  has  its  first  female  minister,  and 
we  are  encouraged  to  talk  back. 

This  is  also  one  of  the  themes  of  Hope  Leslie,  available  at 
the  Bushnell-Sage  Library.  Originally  published  in  1827,  it  is 
a  romantic  history  set  in  17th  century  New  England,  its  two 
protagonists  English  cousins  who  emigrated  here  to  create  a  life 
in  the  new  world.  It  is  a  novel  that  forces  readers  to  confront 
the  consequences  of  the  Puritan's  subjugation  and  displacement 
of  the  indigenous  Indian  population  at  a  time  when  the  Puri- 
tans were  demanding  still  more  land  from  the  Cherokees,  the 
Chickasaws,  and  the  Choctaws. 

Its  author,  Catharine  Maria  Sedgwick,  was  the  daughter 
of  Theodore,  the  intrepid  lawyer  who  helped  Mum  Bet 
win  her  freedom  from  John  Ashley.  By  the  time  Catharine 
was  born  in  1789,  the  family  had  moved  to  Stockbridge. 
When  she  was  young  the  family  was  Congregational,  but  as 
a  young  adult  she  became  a  Unitarian  and  was  delighted  by 
their  offer  of  freedom.  She  became  a  passionate  supporter 
of  women's  rights  and  an  active  opponent  of  female  submis- 
siveness.  Hope  Leslie  was  her  third  novel.  Making  a  career 
of  writing  novels  and  short  stories  for  magazines,  she  lived 


LIBRARY  NEWS 

Children's  quilt  exhibit.  The  Bushnell-Sage  Library  is 
hosting  an  exhibit  of  children's  quilts  by  members  of  the 
Berkshire  Quilt  Guild. The  quilts  illustrate  the  theme  of 
"Childhood  Memories."  After  the  show,  the  quilts  will  be 
divided  between  the  Community  Health  Project  and  the 
Shriners  Hospital  for  Children  in  Springfield 

The  Guild  will  host  a  National  Quilt  Day  workshop  from 
9am  to  4pm  at  the  library  on  Sat.,  March  20.The  focus  will 
be  making  children's  quilts  for  survivors  of  the  Haiti  earth- 
quake. Maggie  Brigham  will  chair  the  project.  She  can  be 
reached  at  4 1 3-299-5 1 57. 

The  Friends  welcome  donations.  The  Friends  of  the 
Sheffield  Bushnell-Sage  Library  actively  seek  book,  CD  and 
DVD  donations  year-round.  Donated  materials  are  screened 
for  inclusion  either  in  the  library  collection  or  the  book  sales 
directly  supporting  library  programs.  Donors  receive  a  sum- 
mary confirmation  letter  for  tax  purposes  in  January. 

Financial  support  is  also  always  warmly  welcomed.  Please 
call  229-7003  for  book  donations,  or  mail  contributions  to: 
The  Friends  of  the  Bushnell-Sage  Library,  P.O.  Box  487,  Shef- 
field, MA  0 1 257. 


until  1867  and  is  buried  in  the  Sedgwick  plot  in  the  Stock- 
bridge  cemetery. 

The  book's  tension  is  the  connections  between  patriarchal 
authority  within  the  Puritan  state  and  its  policy  of  disposses- 
sion and  exterminating  Indians.  "The  different  heritage  it  envi- 
sions explicitly  links  white  women  and  Indians  and  elaborates 
a  communal  concept  of  liberty  at  odds  with  the  individualist 
concept  which  predominated  in  American  culture,"  according  to 
a  contemporary  reviewer.  Sedgwick  uses  her  main  characters  to 
accomplish  this:  Hope  Leslie  and  her  cousin  Everell  Fletcher; 
and  Hope  and  her  sister,  Magawisca,  who  has  married  Oneco, 
the  son  of  the  chief  of  the  Moscutusetts. 

It  is  a  gentle  book,  rich  in  the  culture  and  traditions  of 
the  time.  But  tensions  always  lie  just  beneath  the  surface, 
and  one  concludes  the  book  with  sadness  that  a  more  sat- 
isfactory conclusion  could  not  have  been  created.  But  we've 
clearly  learned  something.  The  opportunity  to  talk  back  to 
our  pastor  after  she  completes  her  sermon  is  a  small  step. 

— John  G.  Wightman 


DOMINICK  &  DOMINICK  LLC 


Pamela  Bloodworth 

Financial  Advisor 
Investments 


150  E.  52nd  Street  2125588820 

3rd  floor  800  221  2869 

New  York,  NY  10022  212  750  6475  fax 

pbloodworth@dominickanddominick.com 
4132293530  by  app't  Fridays 


PRECISION 

AUTOCRAFT  inc. 

HIGH  QUALITY  BODY  REPAIR  &  FINISHING 

Complete  Collision  •  Paint  •  Glass  Services 

Laser  Frame  Measuring 

Computer  Controlled  Estimating  and  Paint  Mixing  Systems 

THOMAS  M.  ANDRUS 

Rt.  7,  1939  No.  Main  St.,  Sheffield  MA  01 257 

(413)528-1457  1-800-734-1457 

Fax  (413)528-0186  •  precision.auto@roadrunner.com 
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Dubois  lecture  on  king  da  y 

One  of  the  events  held  in  connection  with  Martin  Luther  King, 
Jr.,  Day  in  January  was  a  lecture  at  the  Bushnell-Sage  Library 
on  W.E.B.  DuBois  sponsored  by  the  Sheffield  Historical 
Society  and  the  Library.  The  speaker  was  Amy  Bass,  assistant 
professor  at  The  College  of  New  Rochelle,  who  has  written 
a  recent  book  entitled  Those  About  Him  Remained  Silent:  The 
Battle  Over  W.E.B  DuBois. 

Her  fascinating  talk  reviewed  the  upbringing  of  DuBois 
in  Great  Barrington,  his  education  at  Harvard — he  was  the 
first  African-American  to  get  a  doctorate  there — and  his 
co-founding  of  the  NAACP.  A  profound  thinker  and  writer  of 
over  4,000  essays,  articles  and  books,  he  was  a  prime  sponsor 
of  civil  rights  but  eventually  concluded  that  America's  founding 
principles  could  not  be  properly  implemented  by  the  capitalist 
system.  In  his  later  years,  he  became  a  promoter  of  communism 
and  a  target  of  the  FBI  and  the  State  Department.  He  joined 
the  Communist  Party  at  the  age  of  93,  moved  to,  and  became  a 
citizen  of,  Ghana  and  died  there  in  1963. 

Residents  here  are  still  unable  to  agree  upon  his  rightful 
place  in  local  history.  Decide  for  yourself  after  reading  this  book 
and  visit  the  DuBois  National  Historic  Landmark  on  Route  23 
in  Great  Barrington.  — Philip  Detjens 


THE  BUSHNELL-SAGE  LIBRARY 

Just  off  Route  7  in  Sheffield    4 1 3-229-7004 

Hours:Tues.-Thurs.  1 0-5;  Fri.  10-8; 

Sat.  1 0-5,  Sun  2-5;  Mon.  closed 


LIBRARY  PROGRAMS  FOR  KIDS 

Stories.  Jessica's  storytime  for  toddlers  takes  place  Thurs- 
days at  1 0am.  Please  join  us  in  the  children's  area. 

Dr.  Seuss.  On  March  6  at  2pm,  we're  holding  a  Dr.  Seuss 
Birthday  Party.  Children  of  all  ages  are  invited  for  cake. 
Come  dressed  as  your  favorite  Seuss  character  if  you  wish! 

Summer  camp.  Plans  are  underway  for  the  library's 
summer  camp. 


VILLAGE  ON  THE  Green  Is* 

113  Main  Street  •  Sheffield, MA*  (413)  229-7500 
*  Ask  about  platters  for  meetings  and  events — big  or  small  * 


Co 


Ming 


sOOty 


Monday 

♦  Get  spaghetti  with 
sausage  or  meatballs 
with  hot  bread 
Pine  in    $4.95 
Pine  out    $5.95 

ALL  DAY 


Tuesday  &  Wednesday 

♦  Get  2  medium 
cheese  pizzas 

$14.95 
Pine  in  or  out 

ALL  DAY 


Thursday 

♦  Chicken  parmesan 

with  hot  bread 
Pine  in    $6.95 
Pine  out    $7.95 

ALL  DAY 


Burgers 
Fresh  salads 
Wraps 
Fried  seafood 


ALSO  5ERV1NG: 

Specialty  sandwiches 
Hot/cold  sandwiches 
Reubens 
Grinders 


Pasta  dinners 

Casseroles 

Pizzas/calzones 


•    Sheet  pizza 
SUNDAY  -  THURSDAY  1  lAM  -  9PM      FRIDAY  &  SATURDAY  1  lAM  -  10PM 


Village  Green 


NEWS  FROM  TOWN  HALL 


Solid  Waste  Task  Force.  This  ad  hoc 
committee  worked  through  the  fall  into 
January  but  couldn't  in  the  end  agree  on  a 
single  report.  Instead,  it  submitted  three 
separate  reports.  The  Board  of  Selectmen 
will  be  meeting 
with  the  commit- 
tee to  discuss  their 
findings. 

New  assess- 
ments for  the 
town.  By  state  law, 
property  values 
must  be  reassessed 
every  three  years. 
In  the  reassess- 
ment for  Fiscal 
Year  2010  (July  1, 
2009,  to  June  30,  2010),  you  can  find  a 
list  of  the  new  assessments  on  the  town 
website  (click  on  "Recent  headlines"  on 
the  home  page  and  scroll  down  to  find 
the  link;  it's  a  big  file  and  will  take  some 
time  to  download). 

Tax  bills  based  on  the  new  assess- 
ments should  be  going  out  at  the  begin- 
ning of  March,  with  payments  due  on 
May  1.  Applications  for  abatement  can- 
not be  filed  until  you  have  the  actual  tax 
bill — check  the  bill  for  the  date  by  which 
such  applications  must  be  filed. 

Special  election  results.  The  results 
in  Sheffield  of  January's  special  state  elec- 
tion to  fill  the  Senate  seat  left  vacant  by 
the  death  of  Edward  M.  Kennedy  were 
Scott  Brown,  448;  Martha  Coakley,  822; 
and  Joseph  Kennedy,  16. 


House  numbers  vital  in  case  of 
emergencies.  The  Town  wants  to 
remind  all  residents  that  a  clearly  visible 
house  number  can  save  lives  in  case  of 
emergencies.  Emergency  911  numbers 
visible  from  both 
directions  and  in  the 
dark  can  be  pur- 
chased for  $20  at  the 
Tax  Collector's  office. 

Federal  Census 
underway.  Census 
workers  and  the  new, 
shorter  form  will  be 
coming  in  March. 
Answers  to  the  ques- 
tions help  determine 
how  millions  of  dol- 
lars in  Federal  aid  is  distributed. 

Federal  stimulus  money  available. 
Money  from  the  American  Recovery  and 
Reinvestment  Act  of  2009  created  Recov- 
ery Zone  Facility  Bonds  to  support  local 
economic  development  through  privately 
funded  facility  investments.  Berkshire 
County  has  been  allocated  $5,725,000 
as  its  share  of  these  bonds.  The  bonds 
must  be  issued  before  Jan.  1,  2011,  and 
Berkshire  County's  share  could  be  reap- 
portioned if  there  is  not  enough  demand. 

Any  project  that  involves  a  capital 
investment  and  creates  jobs  is  eligible  for 
this  low-interest  financing.  That  includes 
renovation,  construction  and  equipment 
purchases.  For  more  on  which  projects 
are  eligible,  contact  Joe  Kellogg,  Sheffield's 
Town  Administrator,  at  229-7000  xl52. 


POLICE  LOG 

December  2009  & 
January  20 1 0 

Offense  type  and  #  of  incidents 

Crimes  against  persons 

2 

Crimes  against  property 

67 

Financial  crimes 

2 

Alcohol  and  drug  crimes 

5 

Traffic  citations 

171 

Crimes  against  persons  includes  assault  and 
Dattery,  intimidation,  sexual  assault,  resisting 
arrest,  threats.  Crimes  against  property  in- 
cludes vandalism,  breaking  and  entering,  larceny. 
Financial  crimes  include  check  forgery,  fraud. 

TOWN  PHONE  NUMBERS 


Sheffield  Town  Hall  main  number 

229-7000 

Assessor 

x  155 

Board  of  Selectmen 

x  152 

Building  Inspector 

x  156 

Tax  Collector 

x  153 

Town  Administrator 

x  152 

Town  Clerk 

x  151 

Fire  Dept.  non-emergency  229-7033 

Library  229-7004 

Police  Dept.  non-emergency  229-8522 

Transfer  Station  229-70 1 9 


Dawn  O'Neil's  Family  Child  Care 


**>  \\nft 

Pfp  if    ?  p 


1701  Hewlns  Street 

Ashley  Falls,  MA  01222 

(413)  229-8557 


New  England's  Largest  Selection 
of  Unique  Lumber  and  Burls 


Specializing  in  Slabs  up  to  T  wide 


Exotic  Lumber 
Figured  Lumber 
Natural  Edge  Slabs 
Quartersawn  Lumber 
Wide  Pine  Flooring 


Bookmatched  Sets 
Mantels 
Turning  Stock 
Tone  wood 
Burls 


Berkshire  Products,  Inc. 

884  Ashley  Falls  Rd,  Sheffield,  MA 

413-229-7919 

www.  BerkshireProducts.com 

M-F  8:00  -  4:30;  Sat  8:00-Noon 


FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN'S  MINUTES 


Find  phone  numbers,  news,  meeting  minutes 

and  agendas  at  the  Sheffield  town  website: 

www.shefffieldma.gov 


Dec.  21 — Town  Administrator  Joe  Kel- 
logg presented  the  three  warrant  items 
for  the  special  town  meeting  on  Jan.  11, 
and  the  Board  voted  to  approve  them. 
[See  page  lfor  outcome  ojthe  meeting.] 

The  Board  voted  to  authorize  Admin- 
istrator Kellogg  to  draft  a  letter  to  the 
state  Department  of  Education  in  strong 
opposition  to  opening  a  charter  school  in 
Housatonic. 

Selectman  Wood  queried  the  status 
of  the  town's  Master  Plan  and  the  work 
of  the  two  current  subcommittees  of  the 
Master  Plan  Implementation  Committee, 
Housing  and  Open  Space.  As  a  result  of 
the  Housing  Committee's  work,  a  per- 
manent Housing  Commission  has  been 
formed  and  has  begun  meeting.  Adminis- 
trator Kellogg  will  contact  the  Open  Space 
Committee  to  find  out  the  progress  of 
their  work  on  an  Open  Space  and  Recre- 
ation Plan.  A  meeting  will  be  scheduled 
in  March/ April  to  report  on  the  progress. 
The  intern  that  worked  last  summer  on 
the  Open  Space  Plan  will  be  contacted  to 
discuss  if  she  is  interested  in  working  dur- 
ing her  holiday  break  from  college. 

The  Massachusetts  Interlocal  Insur- 
ance Association  provides  insurance  for  the 
Town  and  has  sent  a  proposal  for  FY11  and 
FY12  with  no  increase  for  FY11  and  less 
than  a  2.5  percent  increase  for  FY12.  The 
Board  voted  to  authorize  Administrator 
Kellogg  to  sign  the  proposal. 

Selectman  Rene  Wood  noted  that  the 
Berkshire  Taconic  Community  Founda- 
tion is  working  on  a  project  for  afford- 
able housing  and  is  seeking  input  from 
Town  officials  regarding  how  the  lack  of 
affordable  housing  is  affecting  their  town. 
Administrator  Kellogg  stated  that  people 
who  grew  up  in  Sheffield  are  having  a 
hard  time  affording  housing  in  town  and 
businesses  have  a  difficult  time  finding 
an  adequate  work  force  due  to  the  lack  of 
affordable  housing  for  workers.  The  Board 
asked  Kellogg  to  draft  a  response  to  the 
foundation  containing  these  comments. 

Jan.  4 — Chairman  David  Macy  opened  a 
public  hearing  at  7:01pm  for  the  applica- 
tion of  S  AVTOM,  Inc.,  dba  Village  on 
the  Green  Restaurant  and  Pizzeria,  for 


a  wine  and  malt  license.  Maria  Reno 
from  the  restaurant  was  present  for  the 
hearing.  Bruce  Philbrick  was  present  to 
represent  the  Old  Parish  Church,  which 
has  no  objection  to  the  license  being 
issued.  Beth  Bartholomew,  owner  of 
the  building  that  houses  the  restaurant 
was  present  and  is  in  favor  of  the  license 
being  issued.  Board  members  stated  their 
concern  that  the  license  be  restricted 
to  indoors.  Chairman  Macy  closed  the 
hearing  at  7:07pm  and  the  Board  voted 
unanimously  to  approve  the  license  dur- 
ing the  hours  of  11am  to  9pm  Sunday 
through  Thursday  and  Ham  to  10pm 
Friday  and  Saturday. 

Kathy  Orlando  from  the  Shef- 
field Land  Trust  updated  the  Board 
on  projects  the  Land  Trust  is  working 
on.  Selectman  Julie  Hannum  compli- 
mented the  Land  Trust  for  its  work  on 
preserving  farmland  in  town.  Selectman 
Wood  inquired  about  the  status  of  the 
Open  Space  and  Recreation  Plan,  since 
Orlando  is  a  member  of  the  Open  Space 
Committee.  Orlando  said  that  they  are 
working  on  the  plan  and  would  like  to 
schedule  a  public  forum  in  early  spring. 

Chairman  Macy  read  letters  from 
Police  Chief  Jim  McGarry  and  Fire  Chief 
Rick  Boardman  regarding  their  concerns 
that  residences  that  do  not  have  house 
numbers  displayed  properly  will  hinder 
emergency  responders  in  finding  the 
right  address.  House  numbers  should  be 
displayed  where  they  can  be  easily  seen 
from  the  road.  Reflective  911  emergency 


house  number  signs  can  be  purchased 
from  the  town. 

Chairman  Macy  noted  that  Governor 
Deval  Patrick  has  rescinded  the  Regional 
School  Transportation  financial  aid  cuts. 
Discussion  ensued. 

Selectman  Wood  presented  a  draft 
application  for  a  District  Local  Technical 
Assistance  grant  from  Berkshire  Regional 
Planning  Commission  for  creating  a 
"How  to  do  Business  in  Sheffield"  pam- 
phlet. The  Board  authorized  Administra- 
tor Kellogg  to  apply  for  the  grant. 

Selectman  Wood  requested  that  the 
Town's  website  calendar  be  kept  up-to-date. 

Administrator  Kellogg  thanked  the 
Highway  Department  for  their  good  work 
during  the  storm  over  the  past  weekend. 

Administrator  Kellogg  said  that  the 
Berkshire  town  managers  have  been 
discussing  a  permitting  software  pro- 
gram, designed  by  the  town  of  Westford, 
that  would  allow  building  permits  to  be 
applied  for  on-line.  Berkshire  Regional 
Planning  Commission  would  house  the 
software,  keep  it  updated  and  provide 
technical  assistance  for  the  towns  that 
choose  to  use  it.  The  Board  voted  to 
authorize  Kellogg  to  apply  for  a  District 
Local  Technical  Assistance  grant  to 
explore  purchasing  the  software  and  to 
serve  as  lead  community  for  the  project. 

Jan.  13 — Board  members  reviewed  the 
proposed  FY2011  budget  for  the  Select- 
men/Town Administrator  department,  due 

Continued  on  page  14 
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CARLSON  PROPANE 

Division  Of  Carlson  Heating  &  Air  Conditioning 

HEATING  SOUTHERN  BERKSHIRE  COUNTY  FOR  OVER  20  YEARS 

RESIDENTIAL  &  COMMERCIAL  £& 

SALES       SERVICE        INSTALLATION 

AUTOMATIC  DELIVERY 

HEAT  •  HOT  WATER  •  GENERATOR 

COOKING  •  POOL  HEATER 

(413)  229-3328  Or  (800)  542-2422 


79  Pike  Rd  Sheffield 


24  HOUR 

EMERGENCY 

SERVICE 


ATM 
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MillUtBS,  continued  from  page  13 

Jan.  22,  and  voted  to  submit  it  as  presented,      permits  and  records  of  decisions  could 

Thomas  Carmody,  the  town  build-  be  placed  in  a  binder  and  made  available 

ing  inspector,  was  present  to  discuss  a  for  public  view  in  the  Assessor's  office, 

request  from  the  Planning  Board  asking      The  Board  noted  its  appreciation  for  the 
that  all  decisions  of  his  office  be  placed 
on  the  Town's  website.  Carmody  said 
he  is  opposed  to  the  proposal,  noting 
that  when  a  list  of  building  permits 
were  published  in  the  Sheffield  Times  in 
2008,  several  residents  called  to  express 
concern  about  their  privacy.  He  did  note 
that  such  information  is  public  and  said 


Planning  Board's  suggestions,  but  agreed 
that  no  action  should  be  taken  until 
the  outcome  of  the  permitting  software 
proposal  is  determined. 

A  brief  discussion  was  held  about 
whether  the  Board  should  propose  adop- 
tion of  a  meals  tax  or 
room  tax  for  the  Annual 


he  has  always  accommodated  requests  to     Town  Meeting  as  a 


view  these  documents  or  make  copies. 
Discussion  ensued.  Selectman  Han- 
num  noted  that  the  Town  is  exploring 
buying  software  that  will  help  make  the 
building  permit  process  more  transpar- 
ent by  placing  most  functions  online. 


means  of  dealing  with 

revenue  shortfalls  from 

the  State.  Members  were 

not  sure  of  their  own 

position.  They  agreed  that  the  voters  should 

have  the  option  and  voted  to  include  an 


Some  Board  of  Selectmen's 

meetings  are  aired  on  CTSB 

Cable  Channel  16.  Check 

schedule  for  times. 


Selectmen  Wood  suggested  that  building      article  on  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  war- 
rant to  determine  whether 
the  Town  would  adopt  a  4 
percent  room  tax. 

Selectmen  Wood  pro- 
vided a  number  of  docu- 
ments summarizing  the 


SEMINAR  WILL  INTRODUCE 
COMMISSION  ON  DISABILITIES 

The  newly  formed  Town  Commission  on  Disabili- 
ties is  sponsoring  a  seminar  Thurs.,  March  18,5:30 
to  7:30pm. "What  Can  Sheffield's  Commission  on 
Disabilities  Do  for  You?"  aims  to  help  educate  the 
community  about  its  purpose  and  role  and  how 
businesses  can  better  serve  and  interact  with  people 
who  have  disabilities.  Speakers  will  be  Mary  Makuc, 
a  Monterey  resident  who  has  been  a  disability-rights 
advocate  since  incurring  a  spinal  cord  injury  in  1983, 
and  Jeff  Dougan,  assistant  director  for  community 
services  for  the  Massachusetts  Office  on  Disability. 

The  seminar  will  be  at  Town  Hall,  followed  by  a 
half-hour  of  socializing  and  networking.  Registration 
starts  at  5pm. The  Aktion  Club,  a  Kiwanis-sponsored 
club  for  people  with  disabilities,  and  the  Sheffield 
Kiwanis,  will  provide  light  refreshments. 

Business  owners  and  managers  will  find  this 
seminar  helpful  in  learning  more  about  the  needs  of 
patrons  with  disabilities.  Residents  with  disabilities 
and  their  families  will  learn  about  how  the  Commis- 
sion on  Disabilities  can  help  improve  accessibility  in 
our  town. 

Denise  Rueger,  Commission  chair  said, "We  look 
forward  to  bringing  together  residents  with  disabili- 
ties, businesses  that  want  to  learn  more  about  how 
they  can  better  serve  customers  with  disabilities, 
agencies  that  serve  people  with  disabilities,  and  town 
employees  and  officials." 

For  more  information,  contact  Laura  Grunfeld, 
a  member  of  the  commission,  at  4 1 3-7 1 7-0 1 83  or 
Laura@Everyoneslnvited.com. 


new  agreement  among  the  five  towns 
that  make  up  the  Southern  Berkshires 
Regional  School  District.  He  noted  that 
a  draft  has  been  prepared  and  will  likely 
be  ready  soon  for  submission  to  each  of 
the  member  towns.  It  was  suggested  that 
a  meeting  be  held  with  the  Selectmen, 
Finance  Committee  and  School  Business 
Manager  to  explain  the  financial  implica- 
tions of  the  new  agreement. 

Administrator  Kel- 
logg told  the  Board  he 
has  received  a  request 
from  James  McGrath, 
Director  of  Parks  and 
Recreation  for  the  City 
of  Pittsfield,  to  place  a 
link  on  our  website  to  information  about 
how  to  prevent  and  control  the  spread 
of  zebra  mussels  in  local  water  bodies. 
Board  members  supported  the  request. 
There  was  a  brief  discussion  regard- 
ing the  cable  license  renewal  negotiations 
with  Time  Warner  Cable.  Administrator 
Kellogg  noted  that  the  great  response 


to  the  last  survey  of  unserved  residents 
Recovery  Zones  program,     should  help  in  the  negotiations.  The 
which  is  a  component  of        next  meeting  of  the  Cable  Committee  is 

scheduled  for  Jan.  20. 

Administrator  Kellogg  updated  the 

Board  on  his  discussions  with  officials 


the  American  Reinvest- 
ment and  Recovery  Act.  If 
the  Town  participated  in 


this  program,  low -interest     from  Sheffield  Plastics  regarding  their 


bonds  would  be  available 
to  fund  local  infrastruc- 
ture, as  well  as  assistance 
to  businesses  seeking  to 
expand  and  create  jobs. 
Members  agreed  to  study 
the  information  and 
discuss  it  in  more  detail  at 
the  next  meeting. 

Selectmen  Wood  said 
that  the  Board  needs  to 
move  forward  on  amend- 
ing the  Town's  Personnel 
Policy  to  include  updates 
and  deal  with  aspects 
that  are  unclear.  She 
volunteered  to  work  with 
Administrator  Kellogg  on 
this  project. 

Chairman  Macy 
provided  an  update  on 
the  negotiations  for  a 


corporate  status  and  how  it  affects  per- 
sonal property  and  other  taxes. 

The  Board  reviewed  a  letter  from 
Roger  Ball,  who  resigned  from  the  Fire 
Dept.  because  he  was  entering  the  mili- 
tary. The  Board  voted  to  send  Ball  a  letter 
of  thanks  for  his  service. 

Concerns  were  expressed  by  mem- 
bers that  several  boards  and  committees 
do  not  post  their  meeting  minutes  in  a 
timely  fashion  on  the  Town's  website.  The 
Board  agreed  to  send  a  letter  to  all  town 
boards  and  committees  reminding  them 
that  minutes  must  be  prepared  for  all 
meetings  and  filed  with  the  Town  Clerk 
at  least  within  30  days  of  the  meeting. 

Selectmen  Wood  noted  her  concerns 
about  a  number  of  procedural  issues  at 
the  recent  special  town  meeting,  includ- 
ing the  poor  sound  system,  and  asked 
that  improvements  be  made  for  the 
Annual  Town  Meeting. 
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PLANNING  BOARD  NEWS 

During  the  first  four  meetings  of  the  year,  Jan,  6  to  Feb.  1 1, 
the  Board  conducted  the  following  business: 

On  Jan.  6  the  Board  held  a  public  hearing  on  proposed 
amendments  to  the  Sheffield  zoning  by-laws.  No  member 
of  the  public  attended  that  hearing.  The  amendments  were 
approved  at  the  Town  Meeting  on  Jan.  11.  The  changes  allow 
formerly  prohibited  business — business  and  professional 
offices,  farmstands,  banks,  farm  supply  stores,  kennels,  mar- 
kets and  a  craftsperson's  shop — to  apply  for  a  Special  Permit 
to  operate  in  the  General  Business  District. 

The  Planning  Board  continues  to  support  Rene  Wood's 
participation  with  the  Berkshire  Regional  Planning  Commis- 
sion by  paying  for  travel  expenses. 

The  Board  voted  to  grant  Rock  Solid's  Special  Permit 
Application  for  a  new  fabrication  facility.  The  Board  imposed 
conditions  on  the  Special  Permit  about  the  size  of  any  sign 
erected  for  Rock  Solid  at  the  new  location  (at  the  storage 
facility  at  1345  N.  Main  St.)  and  that  the  facility  be  used  only 
for  fabrication  and  not  retail  use. 

The  Board  discussed  eliminating  the  distinctions  in  the 
bylaws  between  the  Business  and  Commercial  Districts  and  is 
planning  to  work  on  such  revisions  for  the  next  Town  meeting. 

The  Planning  Board's  Sign  Bylaw  Committee  has  been 
meeting  every  other  Wednesday  at  7pm  in  the  Town  Hall;  all 
are  welcome  to  attend.  Those  in  regular  attendance  are  Chris 
Tomich,  David  Smith  Sr.,  Tim  Fulco,  Dan  Jimmerson  and 
Nadia  Milleron. 

The  committee  has  discussed  amending  the  sign  bylaws 
in  various  ways:  To  allow  signs  to  be  measured  from  the 
shoulder  of  the  road;  to  no  longer  measure  airspace  as  part  of 
a  proposed  sign;  to  allow  off-premise,  freestanding  signs  by 
Special  Permit;  to  increase  the  square  footage  of  signs  allowed 
by  right;  and  to  revise  language  concerning  lighting  to  include 
some  internal  illumination.  The  committee  will  review  other 
aspects  of  signs  in  Sheffield  and  would  like  to  be  alerted  to 
any  concerns  regarding  the  use  of  signs. 

The  Board  also  discussed  the  Wind  Power  Siting  Reform 
Act  passed  by  the  State  Legislature  and  its  potential  applica- 
tion to  Sheffield. 


TRANSFER  STATION  HOURS 

Tues.  &  Fri.:  I  pm-4pm;  Sat.:  8am-4pm; 
Sun.:  8:30am-2pm 


On  Jan.  28,  the  Nature  Conservancy  submitted  a  Form  A 
Application  (approval  not  required)  to  divide  the  property  at 
1786  Undermountain  Rd.  into  a  non-buildable  property  and 
a  buildable  property  with  enough  road  frontage  for  a  house 
and  garage. 

On  Feb.  11,  David  Brigham  of  Borestone  LLC  submitted 
a  new  Special  Permit  application  for  his  proposed  wood- 
working shop  in  the  Sheffield  Business  Park.  Dominick 
Lydon  is  now  ready  to  re-apply  to  the  Planning  Board  for  a 
Special  Permit,  having  been  approved  by  the  Conservation 
Commission  (the  date  for  the  hearing  will  be  published  in 
the  Berkshire  Record). 

The  Planning  Board  decided  it  would  like  to  meet  once 
a  year  with  the  members  of  the  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals 
and  the  Conservation  Commission  to  discuss  common  issues 
presented  before  the  three  boards. 

Normally,  Planning  Board  meetings  are  held  on  the 
second  and  fourth  Thursdays  of  the  month  at  7pm.  Occa- 
sionally, the  schedule  changes  to  accommodate  holidays 
or  other  meetings.  Notices  of  hearings  and  minutes  are 
posted  on  the  Town's  website,  www.sheffieldma.gov.  All  are 
welcome  at  board  meetings. 

— Nadia  Milleron,  Planning  Board  secretary 


PASTEL  -  WATERCOLOR- 
OIL  PAINTINGS 

By 

Lois  Van  Cleef 

Casa  Mia  Studio 

Ashley  Falls,  Massachusetts 

413/229-3355 


Sheffield  Historical  Society 


f 


I     sr 


Exhibit  of  Littie  Tamify  Letters 
&?  lytfi  Century  Correspondence 

May  1— October  31,  2010 

Dan  Raymond  House  Museum 
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Village  Green 


NEWS  FROM  THE  COUNCIL  ON  AGING 


Mats  'n  Bars  Project.  A  huge  per- 
centage of  falls  at  home  occur  in  the 
bathroom.  The  Sheffield  Council  On 
Aging  has  kicked  off  a  project  to  make 
sure  all  seniors  can  get  bath  mats  and 
support  bars  in  the  shower  and/or  the 
bathtub.  A  volunteer  team  headed  by 
Carl  Schumann  will  talk  to  clients, 
make  a  home  visit  to  assess  the  need 
and  arrange  installation  at  a  modest 
cost.  Please  call  the  Senior  Center 
if  you  know  of  someone  who  might 
need  these  aids.  If  anyone  wants  to 
help  defray  the  cost  of  the  project,  the 
Friends  of  the  Senior  Center  would 
gladly  facilitate  a  donation. 

Third  Thursday  Lunch.  It's  a  double 
bill.  On  March  18  Gary  Williams  from 
Berkshire  Home  Health  Care  Supplies 
will  give  a  short  talk  after  lunch  about 
bathroom  accessories  and  other  aids  that 
might  help  seniors  be  more  comfortable 
in  their  homes.  In  the  second  half  of  the 
program  Michelle  and  Fred  Hargrove 
will  give  a  talk  on  "Bluebird,  Bluebird, 
Through  My  Window" — how  to  attract 


and  care  for  bluebirds.  The  potluck  lunch 
begins  at  noon  at  Dewey  Hall. 

Gracious  Living  Day.  On  Fri.,  April 
16,  students  at  Berkshire  School  will 
finish  up  their  annual  community  work 
morning  in  a  pizza  lunch  at  the  Senior 
Center  around  noon.  Students  will  spend 
the  morning  helping  local  organizations 
in  spring-cleaning.  In  past  years,  students 
have  washed  fire  trucks,  cleared  the  cem- 
etery of  branches  fallen  during  the  winter, 
and  worked  at  the  Historical  Society, 
Library,  and  Food  Program.  Volunteers 
of  all  ages  are  welcome.  You  can  then 
visit  with  Berkshire  School  students  over 
pizza.  Call  the  Senior  Center  for  assign- 
ments and  reservations. 

Check  the  Sheffield  Senior  Crier  each 
month  for  news  and  programs.  Copies  are 
available  at  the  Senior  Center  or  it  may 
be  read  online  at  www.shenfieldma.gov 

Beginning  April  1  the  Senior  Center 
will  again  be  open  five  days  each  week, 
Mon.-Fri.,  9-2:30. 

— John- Arthur  Miller, 
Director,  Senior  Center 


CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 

At  the  Dec.  14  meeting,  a  Request 
For  Determination  Of  Applicability  of 
the  state  wetlands  regulations  from 
Marcus  Pezze,  5 18  Berkshire  School 
Rd.,  was  scheduled  to  be  discussed. 
The  project  involves  upgrading  a 
subsurface  disposal  system. The  item 
was  continued  to  the  next  meeting 
because  the  applicant  was  not  present. 

Thomas  Candee  has  filed  a 
request  for  Certificate  of  Compli- 
ance for  property  on  Bull  Hill  Rd. 
The  Commission  needs  to  schedule 
a  site  visit  to  the  property  before 
approving  this. 

[After  completing  work  authorized 
by  the  Conservation  Commission  in 
an  Order  of  Conditions,  the  property 
owner  must  request  a  Certificate  of 
Compliance  stating  that  the  work  has 
been  properly  done.] 

Frederick  Steinberg,  54  Rannapo 
Rd.,  filed  a  request  for  Certificate 
of  Compliance.  A  site  visit  will  be 
scheduled. 

The  Commission  discussed  a 
letter  from  Hill  Engineering  regarding 
Tician  Papachristou's  concerns  about 
proposed  work  being  done  on  an 
adjacent  property.  It  also  discussed 
the  budget  for  20 1 1 . 


NEWS  FROM  THE  TOWN  CLERK'S  OFFICE 


Town  elections.  This  year's  annual  Town  Meeting  will  be 
Mon.,  May  3,  and  the  annual  Town  Election  the  following 
Monday,  May  10.  The  deadline  to  register  to  vote  for  either  of 
these  events  is  Mon.,  April  13.  The  Town  Clerk's  office  will  be 
open  until  8pm  that  evening. 

Nomination  papers  for  town  offices  are  available.  These 
are  offices  up  for  election  this  year:  Moderator  (one  year 
term);  Selectman  (three  years);  two  Planning  Board  seats 
(three  years);  and  Library  Trustee  (three  years).  The  dead- 


DE  VRIES  BUILDING  SUPPLY  INC. 

21  BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL  ROAD      SHEFFIELD,  MA 


Lumber 

Garden  Supplies 

Domestic 

&  Livestock  Feed 


Masonry 
Paint 
Insulation 
Hardware 


Whether  you're  a  contractor  or  doing  the  job  yourself 
you'll  find  what  you  need  at  De  Vries. 

41  3-229-8777        41 3-229-8820  FAX 
www.devriesbuildingsupply.com 


line  to  obtain  nomination  papers  is  Fri.,  March  19.  The 
deadline  to  return  them  to  the  Board  of  Registrars  is  Mon., 
March  22,  at  5pm. 

Voter  registration*  You  can  register  to  vote  anytime  during 
the  year.  For  more  information,  contact  the  Town  Clerk's  office 
or  visit  the  Massachusetts  Secretary  of  State's  website  at 
www.sec.state.ma.us/ele. 

Sporting  licenses.  Hunting  and  fishing  licenses  for  2010  are 
available,  as  well  archery,  waterfowl  and  primitive  arms  stamps. 
Please  provide  a  previous  year's  license  or  a  copy  of  a  hunter 
safety  certificate  to  obtain  a  hunting/sporting  license.  The 
deadline  for  spring  turkey  permits  is  March  15. 

You  can  find  more  information  at  the  state's  website: 
www.mass.gov/masswildlife. 

Dog  licenses.  Renewals  begin  on  Mon.,  March  1.  If  you 
have  a  dog  six  months  of  age  or  older,  or  if  you  reside  in  Shef- 
field a  minimum  of  30  days  of  the  year,  you  are  required  to 
license  your  dog.  The  fees  are  $5  for  intact  dogs,  $10  for  spayed/ 
neutered  dogs.  For  further  information  please  contact  the  Town 
Clerk's  office  at  229-7000  x  151. 

The  annual  rabies  clinic  sponsored  by  the  Boy  Scouts  will 
be  held  on  Sat.,  March  27,  l-3pm  in  the  Town  Hall  parking 
lot.  The  cost  is  $10  per  vaccine  (it's  a  separate  fee  from  that  of 
licensing  your  pet).  The  Town  Clerk's  office  will  be  open  during 
that  time  for  your  convenience. 
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Organizations  &  Businesses 


CHANCES  IN  SHEFFIELD'S  BUSINESS  LANDSCAPE 


The  Berkshire  Taconic  Community 
Foundation,  long  headquartered  in  Great 
Barrington,  is  moving  to  Sheffield,  to  the 
former  Landmark  Volunteers  building  at 
Rt,  7  and  Sheffield-Egremont  Rd.  The 
organization  had  been  looking  up  and 
down  Rt.  7  for  three  years,  says  Jennifer 
Dowley,  BTCF's  president.  The  Landmark 
building  is  "perfect,"  she  says — "the  right 
size  and  definitely  the  right  price"  and  in 
the  center  of  the  area  the  organization 
serves.  She  hopes  BTCF  will  move  in  by 
June  1.  "We're  looking  forward  to  being 
in  Sheffield  and  plan  several  open  houses, 
including  one  for  Sheffield  residents." 

Grange  Hall  Antiques  has  opened  in 
the  building  that  housed  the  Sheffield 
Grange  for  decades.  Michael  Buchanan 
also  owns  a  to-the-trade  showroom  in 
New  York  City.  He  bought  the  Grange 
building  a  year  ago,  planning  to  use  it  for 
storage,  but  "it  was  such  a  great  space  in 
such  a  great  area"  he  decided  to  open  a 


store  specializing  in  what  he  calls  "Park 
Ave.  shabby  chic."  He  sees  the  antiques 
trade  along  Rt.  7  in  Sheffield  thriving  as 
Hudson,  NY,  loses  ground.  "The  people 
who've  survived  here  know  how  to  market 
their  merchandise  and  use  the  Internet 
wisely,"  he  says.  Grange  Hall  Antiques  is 
open  12  to  5,  Thurs.  to  Mon. 

The  Salisbury  Bank  branch  in  Shef- 
field is  moving  to  where  the  Baptist 
church  used  to  be,  next  to  The  Bridge 
restaurant.  The  new  location  allows  the 
bank  to  have  a  drive-through  facility. 

That  will  leave  a  storefront  on  the 
Sheffield  Green  vacant.  The  storefront 
next  to  Silk's  has  been  empty  for  a  while. 

Gretta's  Market  closed  at  the  end  of 
December,  so  that  space  is  vacant,  too.  Beth 
Bartholomew,  owner  of  the  bulding,  has 
had  lots  of  inquiries,  but  nothing  firm  so  far. 
Whatever  new  business  might  open  there, 
"it  won't  be  a  restaurant,"  she  says,  since  that 
would  compete  with  Village  on  the  Green. 


LOCAL  MARKET  NEWS 

The  Farmers'  Market  of  Sheffield  will 
be  celebrating  its  10th  anniversary 
this  summer  with  a  renewed  effort  to 
bring  our  community  together  around 
locally  grown  produce  and  foods. 
Once  again,  it  will  take  place  in  the 
town  center  at  the  Old  Parish  Church 
on  Fridays  from  3:30  to  6:30pm. The 
market  opens  May  7,  the  Friday  before 
Mother's  Day. 

Organizers  are  working  at  bringing 
in  new  farmers  and  vendors  to  better 
represent  our  area  farms,  and  they're 
hiring  a  new  market  manager.They  are 
also  planning  on  new  signs,  new  adver- 
tising, creating  a  website,  increased 
media  coverage  and  new  events.  For 
more  information,  call  229-3092. 

In  addition,  Barb  Davidson  of 
Barb's  Baked  Goods  plans  another 
market. The  "South  County  Market" 
will  take  place  at  the  Sheffield  Chapel 
parking  lot  on  Route  7  on  Fridays 
beginning  May  7,  from  2  to  6pm. 

More  than  40  vendors,  she  says, 
will  sell  jewelry,  crafts,  produce  and 
baked  goods,  and  there  will  be  music,  a 
petting  zoo  and  other  entertainments. 
Interested  vendors  can  call  229-8091. 


SANDRA  PRESTON  REAL  ESTATE 

Massachusetts,  Connecticut  &  New  York  Properties 

Representing  Buyers  and  Sellers  in  the  Tri- 
State  area  for  over  30  years.  If  you  are  plan- 
ning to  buy  or  sell,  please  contact  us.  Our 
office  is  open  7  days  a  week.  We  are  members 
of  the  Berkshire  Board  of  Realtors  and  their 
Multiple  Listing  Service  as  well  as  the  Litch- 
field County  Board  and  their  MLS.  Visit  our 
website  at  www.sandraprestonrealestate.com, 
e-mail:  pressa@verizon.net,  or  just  call  us  at 
413-229-2077. 

575  Sheffield  Plain,  (Route  7) 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

Sandra  Preston,  Broker,  GRI,  CRS 


CARL  VAN  DEUSEN 

ELECTRICIAN  -  MA  LIC.  #36403E 

HEATING /AIR  CONDITIONING 

MA  LIC.  #BU024769  /  CT  LIC.  #353948 

OVER  30  YEARS  EXPERIENCE  IN  THE  TRADES 

ZENEX  CENTRAL  VACUUM  SYSTEMS 

AUTHORIZED  DISTRIBUTOR  -  SALES,  SERVICE, 

INSTALLATION 

PHONE:  413-229-8624 


CIVIL/ARCHITECTURAL  DESIGN 

Title  V  Inspection  •  Peres  &  Soil  Evaluations 

Septic  Designs  •  Wetland  Permitting 

Ch.  91  Dock  Permits  •  Topographic  Surveys 

Land  Planning  •  Building/Foundation  Design 

New  Construction  &  Additions  •  Timber  Frame  Design 

Construction  Supervisor  (CS76097) 

Jeffrey  F.  Collingwood,  PE 

Special  Projects  Engineer 

MA  PE  #35818 

RO.  Box  343  CTPE #21596     Ofc.  (413)248-5155 

Ashley  Falls,  MA  01222  Cell  (413)  429-1545 

jjcollingwood@aol.com  Fax  (320)  210-9607 
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Organizations  &  Businesses 


KIWANIS  NEWS  AND  EVENTS 


Raffle  winners.  On  Valentine's  Night 
somewhere  within  the  crowded  lounge 
at  the  Bridge  Restaurant,  the  golden 
Kiwanis  raffle  drum  turned  up  the  three 
winners  of  the  truck  raffle.  Dan  Schilling, 
our  friendly  DJ  and  host  at  radio  WSBS, 
drew  the  lucky  names  in  the  scholarship 
raffle.  First  place  (the  truck  or  $15,000) 
went  to  Matt  McDermott  of  Great  Bar- 
rington.  Second  place  ($1,500)  was  won 
by  Louis  Aragi  of  Pine  Island  Farm  in 
Sheffield  and  third  ($500)  by  Dan  Alden 
of  Mill  River. 

Congratulations  to  the  winners  and 
thank  you  to  all  the  friends  in  Sheffield 
and  beyond  for  participating  in  our  10th 
annual  raffle.  You  have  helped  many 
young  scholars  with  their  college  plans. 

Successful  events.  Our  pancake 
extravaganza  brunch  in  January  gener- 
ated just  over  $1,000,  which  was  used  to 
finance  four  teacher  grants,  two  at  Mt. 
Everett  High  School  and  two  at  Muddy 


PoAMPO   DE*  PlORI 

a  Uncommon  H0m&Gd$den 
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•N.  Main  St.,  Rte,7  Sheffield 

413-528-1857^ 

^iMfpnnd^mcdetiopen.daily  1 0< 


Brook  Elementary  in  Great  Barrington. 

Breaking  Bread.  Our  last  outing  at 
the  Breaking  Bread  Soup  Kitchen  was  on 
Feb.  4.  Each  time  we  serve  a  meal  there,  it 
costs  us  between  $100  and  $200.  Recy- 
clables  from  the  Sheffield  transfer  station 
also  help  us  defray  that  cost.  So  please 
recycle  your  glass,  plastic  and  cans  in  the 
barrels  so  marked!  Doing  this  simple, 
responsible  thing  not  only  is  green,  it 
helps  the  hungry. 

We  sponsored  our  first  Bunco  Night 
of  the  season  on  Feb.  27,  and  there  will  be 
more  to  come!  Half  the  proceeds  from  this 
dice  game  goes  towards  cash  prizes  and 
half  to  Breaking  Bread  Soup  Kitchen. 

Litter  patrol.  Our  annual  monthly 
litter  patrol  of  the  two-mile  section  along 
Route  7  begins  on  April  22  and  continues 
every  third  Thursday  through  October. 
Steve  and  Joann  Shmulsky  head  this 
service  venture. 

More  help  for  the  hungry.  Attention 
to  those  in  need  diminishes  drastically 
after  the  holidays  but  hunger  does  not!  A 
new  service  project  will  take  place  during 
school  vacation  week  in  April.  "Stuff 
A  Bus"  aims  to  fill  a  school  bus  with 
non-perishable  food  and  supply  items 
for  the  Sheffield  and  Great  Barrington 
food  pantries.  The  collection  will  take 
place  Monday  to  Saturday,  April  19  to  24 
from  9am  to  4pm.  The  school  bus  will  be 
parked  at  Brian  Palmer's  GMC  Garage 
lot  on  the  Sheffield- Barrington  town  line 
on  Route  7.  In  addition,  drop  boxes  will 
be  placed  in  schools  and  businesses  dur- 
ing the  month  of  April.  Please  be  gener- 
ous in  your  donations,  and  check  the  past 
due  dates  on  all  products. 

Battle  of  the  bands.  Later  in  the 
spring  Kiwanis  will  sponsor  a  new  and 
exciting  event,  a  battle  of  the  bands.  This 
all-day  event  will  take  place  on  Sat.,  June 
5,  at  Berkshire  School.  A  long  list  of 
musical  groups,  local  and  non-local,  will 
compete  for  prizes.  The  audience  will 
vote  on  who's  the  best.  Food  and  other 
refreshments  will  be  available.  Watch  for 
more  information  on  this  big  day  as  the 
details  develop.  Interested  parties  should 
contact  Rob  Gingras  at  229-2600  or 
David  Lewis  at  229-6015. 

— Dick  Goodwin 


GREAT  BARRINGTON 
LITTLE  LEAGUE  SIGN  UP 

All  children  ages  5- 1 2  are  invited  to 
sign  up  to  playT-ball,  Coaches  Pitch, 
Minor  League  (kids  pitch)  and  Little 
League  baseball.  Registration  in  the 
Sheffield  area  will  take  place  in  the 
lobby  of  Mt.  Everett  High  School  on 
Wed.,  March  1 0,  from  6  to  8pm. 

The  registration  fee  forT-ball 
and  Coaches  Pitch  is  $20;  for  Minor 
League  and  Little  League,  $25 
(maximum  $50  per  family).  Financial 
assistance  and  gloves  are  available — 
ask  about  the  Tim  Soule  Sr.  Memorial 
Fund  or  Sheffield  Kiwanis  fund  when 
signing  up. 

Try-outs  are  required  only  for 
Little  League,  the  highest  level. They 're 
scheduled  for  Sat,  April  10,  at  the 
Sheffield  Little  League  field  and  Sun., 
April  1 1 ,  at  the  Great  Barrington 
Little  League  field.  Players  who  have 
not  played  on  a  team  before  must 
attend  both  try-outs. The  exact  time 
will  be  determined  after  registration. 

For  information,  call  Tom  Kelly  at 
528-6986. 
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PRINT 

INCORPORATED 

From  while-you-wait  duplicating 
to  web  offset  printing... 

Color  Copies  •   Fax  Services  •  Laminating 
Photocopies  •   Resumes  •  Spiral  Binding 

Books  •  Brochures  •  Business  Cards 

Envelopes  •  Flyers  •   Letterheads  •  Menus 

Newspapers  •  Newsletters  •  NCR/Carbonless  Forms 

Posters  •  Programs  •  Tickets  •  Wedding  invitations 

Typesetting/Graphic  Design  •   Mac  and  PC  Compatible 
Digital  Place  Maker  •  Barcoded  Mailing  Services 

COLOR  COPIES 

413/528-2885   Fax:  4 1 3/528-9220 
35  Bridge  St,  Gt.  Barrington,  MA  0 1 2 
Hours:  Mon.-Fri.  8:00-4:30  Sat  8:30- 1 1 

30 
:00 

18 


HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  EVENTS 

Sheffield  Planting  Schemes,  Part  II.  Fri.,  March  12,  7:30pm. 
Local  horticulturist,  writer  and  lecturer,  Ron  Kujawski,  author 
of  the  popular  "Gardener's  Checklist"  Berkshire  Record  column 
and  the  Berkshire  Eagle's  "Berkshire  Garden  Journal,"  returns 
to  continue  his  Power  Point  presentation  on  perennials  and 
annuals  that  will  thrive  in  your  Sheffield  garden.  The  program 
will  be  held  in  Dewey  Memorial  Hall. 

Historic  Paint  Colors.  Fri.,  April  9, 7:30pm.  Jacqueline 
Connell  will  present  an  illustrated  overview  of  the  most  popular 
New  England  architectural  styles  and  their  historical  paint 
colors  from  Colonial  times  through  the  20th  century.  Con- 
nell is  an  architectural  and  landscape  consultant  and  museum 
educator  who  has  consulted  with  owners  of  historic  properties 
throughout  New  England,  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  She  has 
presented  lectures  on  architectural  and  landscape  topics  for 
Mystic  Seaport,  Newport  Museum  of  Art,  the  High  Museum 
in  Atlanta  and  other  historical  societies  and  museums.  The 
program  will  be  held  in  Dewey  Memorial  Hall. 

Spectacular  Pasta  Dinner.  Sat.,  April  17,  5-7:30pm.  This 
homemade  pasta  dinner  with  an  "all-you- can-eat"  pasta  bar  will 
feature  favorite  meat  and  vegetarian  pasta  dishes.  Salad,  dessert, 
ice  tea,  coffee  and  tea  included.  Wine,  beer  and  soft  drinks 
available  through  the  American  Legion.  Adults  and  takeout: 
$10;  children  ages  3-10:  $5;  children  under  3:  free.  The  dinner 
will  also  feature  a  Chinese  Auction  and  a  50/50  Raffle  with  the 
Society's  portion  to  be  divided  equally  between  the  Sheffield 
and  Great  Barrington  food  programs.  The  dinner  will  take 
place  at  the  American  Legion  Hall  on  Route  7. 

Voices  from  the  Fields:  The  Family  Farms  of  Sheffield.  Sat., 
May  1,  to  Sun.,  June  6.  The  exhibit  at  the  Old  Stone  Store,  pro- 
duced by  the  Land  Trust  and  the  Historical  Society,  celebrates 
Sheffield's  current  and  historic  farms.  See  the  story  on  page  1. 
The  opening  reception  will  be  Sat.,  May  8,  from  2- 5pm. 

The  Little  Family  Correspondence.  Sat.,  May  1,  to  Sun., 
Oct.  31.  A  newly  acquired  collection  of  19th  century  letters 
written  from  Sheffield  by  members  of  the  Little  family  features 
the  Dan  Raymond  House,  where  a  later  generation  of  the  fam- 
ily lived.  A  tableau  installation  of  period  furnishings  provided 
by  local  antiques  dealers  will  complete  the  scene.  Come  learn 
how  the  letters  provide  a  new  window  into  old  times  and 
behold  the  parlors  of  the  Museum  utterly  transformed!  The 
exhibit  will  be  in  the  Dan  Raymond  House  parlors. 
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Sheffield  tea  party  at  Dewey  Hall 

"Who  knew  so  many  people  would  come  out  on  a  snowy  Feb- 
ruary evening  to  drink  tea!"  exclaimed  Gillian  Hettinger,  who 
organized  the  Historical  Society  event  on  Feb.  12.  Gillian  had 
researched  Colonial  teas  and  created  a  Powerpoint  presenta- 
tion for  the  packed  house  that  answered  the  question,  "What 
exactly  did  Colonial  settlers  drink  after  they'd  tipped  all  their 
British  teas  into  Boston  harbor?"  The  answer:  herbal  teas,  such 
as  sassafras  and  camomile. 

Harney  Tea  donated  a  delicious  variety  of  teas,  and  some 
50  people  brought  precious  special  teacups  from  which  to  sip. 
Kathy  Tetro  made  scones,  traditional  lemon  biscuits  and 
cucumber  sandwiches,  and  Gillian  made  a  Colonial  cake  and 
crumpets.  There  was  a  rousing  Colonial  singalong,  and  a  good 
time  was  had  by  all! 


Master  License 
#A9383 


Fully  Insured 
30  Years  Experience 


Joe  Seward 
&  Sons,  Inc. 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

-Residential  -Commercial 
-Industrial 


New  Construction 
Landscape  Lighting 
Renovations 
Modular  Homes 

413-229-2561 


I9 


Organizations  &  Businesses 


EAGLES  OVER  THE  COBBLE 


On  Feb.  11, 1  was  outside  the  Bar- 
tholomew's Cobble  visitor  center  with  Ju- 
lie Milani's  K-l  class  from  the  Egremont 
School  telling  the  kids  about  the  winter 
survival  techniques  of  chickadees  when 
one  of  them  said,  "Hey  there's  a  bird."  It 
was  a  bald  eagle.  Everyone  got  to  see  it 
fly  over  our  heads  just  above  the  treetops, 
circle  a  few  times  over  Ashley  Field  across 
Weatogue  Rd.  and  head  south  towards 
Twin  Lakes  in  Connecticut. 

What  a  glorious  sight  to  share  with  a 
bunch  of  appreciative  youngsters!  That 
day  we  found  bobcat,  woodland  jumping 
mouse,  deer,  coyote  and  squirrel  tracks 
as  well  as  seeing  200  Canada  geese  on 
the  Housatonic,  but  the  eagle  was  the 
highlight  by  far. 

Bald  eagles  have  been  here  at  the 
Cobble  since  I  started  my  ranger  job  eight 
years  ago.  I  would  see  them  occasionally 
on  my  canoe  trips.  In  my  third  year  I 
heard  rumors  of  a  nest  being  built  and 
eventually  found  where  it  was.  Don't 
ask  me  to  tell  you  because  I  have  been 
sworn  to  secrecy.  And  if  you  know  where 
it  is,  please  keep  its  location  to  yourself. 
Bald  eagles'  nests  can  attract  a  circus  of 
onlookers  and  that  can  have  a  negative 
impact  on  the  birds  and  their  young.  We 
don't  want  to  lose  this  beautiful  gift  in 
our  skies. 

The  Sheffield  nest  is  only  the  second 
known  to  be  in  Berkshire  County  in 


decades.  The  first  was  in  Sandisfield,  but 
the  eagles  have  since  abandoned  it.  Now 
there  is  a  third  nest  at  Onota  Lake  in 
Pittsfield. 

Last  June  I  was  asked  by  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Division  of  Fisheries  and 
Wildlife  if  I  would  like  to  watch  them 
band  the  young  eaglets.  Of  course  I  said 
yes!  This  was  going  to  be  Andrew  Mad- 
den's  first  attempt  at  banding  eagles.  As 
regional  district  manager  for  Division, 
he  was  being  trained  by  colleagues  from 
the  Quabbin  Reservoir  area,  where  eagles 
have  nested  longer  than  in  the  Berkshires. 

Andrew  climbed  ropes  60  feet  up  into 
the  tree  to  the  nest,  where  he  encoun- 
tered the  two  feisty  youngsters.  Our 
eaglets  were  fine  and  quite  big,  ready 
to  try  flying  in  a  week  or  so.  With  the 
adult  eagles  unhappily  circling  above, 
he  lowered  the  eaglets  one  at  a  time  in  a 
canvas  bag.  The  young  birds'  health  was 
checked,  they  were  weighed  and  banded 
and  their  mouths  checked  for  fishhooks. 
Bald  eagles  mostly  eat  fish,  and  dying  fish 
that  have  broken  free  from  a  fisherman's 
line  are  easy  prey.  On  occasion,  Andrew's 
fellow  biologists  said,  fishhooks  are  found 
in  the  birds  or  in  the  nest. 

The  eaglets  made  it  safely  back  into 
the  nest  with  their  new  leg  jewelry.  The 
bands  will  help  to  identify  our  birds  if 
they  turn  up  elsewhere,  perhaps  in  a  new 
nesting  territory  of  their  own. 


RATTLERS  INTHETACONIC  RANGE 

On  Thurs.,  March  I  I,  from  6-7pm,  rattlesnake  researchers  Tom  Tyning  from  Berk- 
shire Community  College  and  Anne  Stengle  from  UMass  Amherst  will  talk  about 
their  work  monitoring  one  of  the  most  endangered  animals  in  the  northeast. 

"Rattlesnake  populations  have  plummeted  mostly  due  to  poaching  and  wanton 
killing  but  also  loss  of  habitat  that  they  need,"  saysTyning.'TheTaconic  mountains 
provide  us  with  a  really  good  opportunity  to  study  these  animals." 

Stengle  will  be  studying  local  population  dynamics  and  ecology  of  timber  rattle- 
snake for  the  next  3  to  5  years  as  part  of  her  PhD  program. This  summer  she  did 
some  preliminary  work  with  Tyning. "We  were  able  to  implant  radio  transmitters 
on  a  number  of  snakes  and  begin  measuring  and  taking  blood  samples  and  looking 
at  their  movements  and  behaviors,"  explains  Tyning. 

Rene  Wendell,  conservation  ranger  for  The  Trustees  of  Reservations,  encourages 
families  to  bring  their  children  to  the  talk. "Children  are  naturally  fascinated  with  all 
things  wild,"  he  says. 

Pre-registration  is  encouraged — call  229-8600.  For  directions,  you  can  call,  or 
email  bcobble@ttor.org,  or  check  www.thetrustees.org. 


In  addition  to  the  February  sighting 
with  the  school  kids,  I  have  seen  eagles  sev- 
eral other  times  this  year,  including  three 
at  once — two  adults  and  an  immature.  I 
have  also  gotten  reports  of  two  immatures 
being  sighted.  So  there  could  be  as  many 
as  four  eagles  around  the  Cobble.  I  haven't 
gotten  a  close  enough  look  to  see  if  they 
are  from  the  Cobble's  nest  or  over-winter- 
ing birds  from  farther  north. 

After  nearly  disappearing  from  Mas- 
sachusetts due  to  DDT,  illegal  shooting 
and  habitat  loss,  bald  eagle  numbers  are 
on  the  rise.  They  were  recently  taken  off 
the  federal  Endangered  Species  list  but 
are  still  protected  in  Massachusetts.  The 
Massachusetts  Fish  and  Wildlife  mid- 
winter bald  eagle  survey  found  71  birds, 
including  two  adults  spotted  at  Bar- 
tholomew's Cobble  by  volunteer  Roger 
Gutwillig  of  Great  Barrington.  This  is 
fantastic  if  you  consider  that  in  1979 
when  the  survey  began,  only  eight  birds 
were  counted! 

Of  course,  eagles  aren't  the  only  birds 
that  nest  in  the  Cobble.  We're  finding  out 
exactly  how  many  for  the  Massachusetts 
Breeding  Bird  Adas  2  Project,  an  effort 
by  the  Massachusetts  Audubon  Society 
and  the  Massachusetts  Division  of  Fish- 
eries and  Wildlife  to  map  the  distribution 
of  all  breeding  birds  in  the  state.  Finish- 
ing up  in  2011,  its  five  years  of  data  will 
be  compared  to  the  1974-1979  Mas- 
sachusetts Breeding  Bird  Atlas  1  Project, 
the  first  such  comprehensive  report  in 
North  America. 

Preliminary  reports  show  increas- 
ing numbers  of  Cooper's  hawks  and 
common  and  hooded  mergansers,  while 
American  kestrel  numbers  are  in  steep 
decline.  Those  numbers  reflect  our 
changing  environment,  as  forests  increase 
and  scrub  and  farmland  decline.  We  can 
design  conservation  strategies  only  if  we 
know  what  we  have  and  to  what  extent  it 
has  been  changed,  making  the  Bird  Atlas 
information  so  valuable. 

For  the  last  two  years,  I  have  been 
reporting  for  the  atlas.  You  can  help  by 
calling  me  at  Bartholomew's  Cobble  if 
you  know  of  nesting  birds  in  our  area. 
Remember — we  are  all  trustees! 

— Rene  Wendell,  Conservation  Ranger 
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GILBERT  &  SULLIVAN  PERFORMANCE  TO  BENEFIT  LAND  TRUSTS'  CAMPAIGN 


The  renowned  Blue  Hill  Troupe,  a  New  York  City  theater 
group  that  raises  money  for  charity,  has  chosen  the  Sheffield 
and  Egremont  Land  Trusts  as  their  2010  "out-of-town"  benefit. 

The  Blue  Hill  Troupe  has  put  on  shows  since  1924,  with  all 
proceeds  going  to  charity.  The  all-volunteer  company  is  made  up 
of  theater  professionals  along  with  devoted  amateurs.  Each  spring, 
Troupers  produce  a  full-scale  Gilbert  and  Sullivan  operetta. 

This  year's  production  is  "The  Gondoliers,"  a  tale  of  two 
humble  Venetians  and  the  flower  girls  they  love.  The  New 
York  City  shows  will  take  place  at  the  end  of  April,  to  benefit 
the  New  York  Foundling,  which  funds  Mott  Haven  Academy's 
Arts  and  Music  Program. 

Each  year,  the  Troupe  chooses  a  non-profit  group  outside 
of  the  city  for  which  they  put  on  a  benefit.  After  a  very 
competitive  application  process,  the  Troupe  chose  the  Shef- 
field and  Egremont  Land  Trusts  and  their  shared  campaign 
to  protect  an  iconic  Berkshires  landscape — more  than  2,000 
acres  of  farmland,  forest  and  wildlife  habitat  in  northwestern 

OTHER  UPCOMING  LAND  TRUST  EVENTS 

May  I  to  June  6:  "Voices  from  the  FieldsrThe  Family  Farms 
of  Sheffield"  at  the  Old  Stone  Store.  In  conjunction  with  the 
Historical  Society.  Opening  reception  May  8. 
June  26:  Annual  Meeting  and  Picnic. 


Sheffield  and  southeastern  Egremont.  (For  more  informa- 
tion on  the  Sheffield-Egremont  Agricultural,  Ecological  and 
Scenic  Corridor,  see  www.shefifieldland.org.) 

Money  raised  from  the  show  will  go  toward  this  major  fund- 
raising  campaign  that  the  two  land  trusts  have  launched.  The 
benefit  will  take  place  at  the  Mahaiwe  Performing  Arts  Center 
in  Great  Barrington  on  June  12.  Watch  for  details  closer  to  the 
event  and  on  the  land  trusts  and  Mahaiwe's  web  sites. 

Land  Trust  Winter  Lecture  packs  Dewey  Hall 

A  capacity  crowd  listened  to  Frank  Lowenstein's  talk  about  the 
geology  and  ecosystems  of  Sheffield  on  Feb.  27. 
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BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE  AND  ASHLEY  HOUSE  EVENTS 


Writing  at  the  Cobble 

Sun.,  Mar.7,  I -3pm.  Join  local  author  Pauline  Clarke  to  walk 
the  trails,  exploring  with  journaling  and  poetry.  Free  with 
admission.  Please  pre-register. 

Cobble  Speaker  Series:Taconic  Range  Rattlesnakes 

Thurs.  Mar.  I  1 , 6-7pm.TomTyning  and  Anne  Stengle  share 
results  of  radio  telemetry  research.  Free.  Donations  welcome. 
Pre-registration  encouraged.  (See  box  on  page  21.) 

Woodland  Wildflowers 

Mason  Library,  Great  Barrington 

Thurs.  Mar.  18, 7-8pm.  Rene  Wendell  andTammis  Coffin  share 
slides  of  spring  wildflowers  at  Bartholomew's  Cobble,  Monu- 
ment Mountain  andTyringham  Cobble.  Free. 

Cobble  Speaker  Series:  Rare  Plants  of  Massachusetts 

Thur.  Mar.  25, 6-7pm.Jennifer  Garrett,  Massachusetts  Natural 
Heritage  Endangered  Species  Program  botanist,  shares  slides  of 
rare  Massachusetts  plants.  Free.  Pre-registration  encouraged. 

Cobble  Spring  Clean-up  &  Pizza 

Sat.Apr.  10, 9am-noon.  Join  Trustees  staff  and  volunteers  for 
a  day  of  sprucing  up  Cobble  trails  for  the  coming  season  and 
getting  an  early  peek  at  the  spring  wildflowers.  Free.  Pre- 
registration  recommended. 

Bartholomew's  Cobble,  a  329 -acre  property  of  The  Trustees  of  Reserva- 
tions with  five  miles  of  trails,  is  located  on  Weatogue  Rd.  in  Ashley 
Falls.  It's  open  year-round,  daily,  sunrise  to  sunset.  The  Visitor's  Center 
is  open  9am-4:30pm.  From  Rt.  7  in  the  center  of  Sheffield,  travel  south 
and  turn  right  on  Rt.  7 A  and  follow  for  0.5  mile.  Turn  right  on  Ran- 


Discover  Life  in  aVernal  Pool 

Sat., Apr.  17,  I0am-I2noon.  Explore  a  shallow  spring  pond 
with  a  naturalist  in  a  hands-on  search  for  egg  masses  of  frogs, 
salamanders  and  other  creatures.  Expect  to  get  wet  and 
muddy.  Members:Adult/child  $4;  family  $  1 0.  Nonmembers: 
Adult/child  $6;  family  $  1 5.  Pre-register. 

Guided  Walk:  Secrets  of  Spring  Wildflowers 

Sun.,  Apr.  25,  1 0am-  l2noon.With  a  naturalist  find  out  why  this 
National  Natural  Landmark  is  such  an  amazing  place  to  view 
spring  wildflowers.  Members  $5;  nonmembers  $7.  Pre-register. 

Wednesday  Wellness  Walks 

Wednesdays,  8:30-9:30am.A  mix  of  meditative  walking  and 
social  time  led  by  Margo  and  Lawrence  Davis-Hollander.  Free. 
Learn  more  at  www.coachingvision.info. 

Eco-Volunteers  Crew  &  Green  Team 

Thursdays,  spring  to  fall.  Help  maintain  the  plant  diversity  that 
the  Cobble  is  famous  for.  Call  in  advance  for  information.  Free.. 

COMING  IN  MAY  &  JUNE 

May  9:  Mother's  Day  Wildflower  Walk  &Tea.  May  29-30: 
Ashley  House  Opening  Weekend.  May  3 1:  Memorial  Day 
Canoe  Trip.  June  20:  Father's  Day  Canoe  Trip.  June  26: 
Moonlight  Paddle. 

napo  Rd.  and  follow  for  1.5  mile.  Turn  right  on  Weatogue  Rd.  to  the 
entrance  and  parking  on  the  left.  Regular  admission  is  free  for  members 
of  the  Trustees  of  Reservations  and  Sheffield  residents.  Non-members: 
$5  adult,  $1  child.  To  register  for  events,  call  229-8600  or  email 
hcobble@ttor.org.  Check  the  website  for  the  latest:  www.thetrustees.org. 
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AMERICAN  LEGION  NEWS 

Sheffield  Post-340  once  again  is 
beginning  its  annual  campaign  to  send 
graduating  high  school  juniors  to  Boys 
&  Girls  State.  Last  year  we  sent  three 
students  from  Mt.  Everett  Regional 
High  School  to  the  program,  which 
was  developed  to  offer  young  people 
a  better  perspective  of  the  practical 
operation  of  government  and  train 
them  in  practical  citizenship.The 
program  is  held  at  Stonehill  College  in 
Easton,  MA,  just  south  of  Boston,  June 
12  to  19. 

The  number  of  participants  we  can 
send  is  limited  only  by  the  money  we 
raise.  Post-340  is  seeking  individuals, 
organizations  and  businesses  to  help 
sponsor  students.  Last  year,  it  cost 
$375  to  send  one  student,  and  we 
don't  believe  the  fee  will  increase  for 
20 1 0.  Contributions  can  be  sent  to 
American  Legion  Post  340,  P.O.  Box 
784,  Sheffield,  MA  0 1 257  or  email  us 
at  alpost340@gmail.com.  For  more 
information,  call  George  Oleen  at 
229-6670  or  Dale  Alden  at  229-8163. 
Thank  you  for  contributing  and  sup- 
porting the  future  of  your  community. 


FIRE  LOG 

January 

2  Furnace  blowback  at  Berkshire  School,  245 
N.  Undermountain  Rd.Time  out  4:4 1  am. 
Time  in:  5: 1 9am. 
8  Burned  food  at  725  N.  Main  St. Time  out: 
l2:20pm.Time  in:  12:32pm. 

1 7  Motor  vehicle  accident  at  1 529  S.  Under- 
mountain  Rd.Time  out  8: 1 5pm. Time  in: 
8:48pm. 

22  Medical  Assistance  at  594  Shunpike  Rd.Time 
out:  IO:20am.Time  in:  1 0:5 1  am. 

27  Motor  vehicle  accident  at  550  Sheffield  Plain. 
Time  out  9:3 1  am. Time  in:  1 0: 1 2am. 

27  Burnt  food  at  56 1  Shunpike  Rd.Time  out 
l2:00pm.Time  in:  12:08pm. 

27  Faulty  detector  at  Custom  Extrusion. Time 
out  2:44pm. Time  in:  3: 1 3pm. 


Rick  Boardman,  Chief 

28  Burnt  food  at  Berkshire  School,  245 

Undermoutain  Rd.Time  out  7:55pm.Time  in: 

8:26pm. 
3 1   False  alarm  at  Berkshire  School,  245 

Undermountain  Rd.Time  out  3:48pm.Time 

in:  4:04pm. 

February 

5  Motor  vehicle  accident  on  Route  7  (South 
Main  St)  Extrication  via  Jaws  of  Life  and  set 
up  landing  site  for  LifeStar.Time  out  2:40pm. 
Time  in:  7:37pm. 

7  Assist  police  with  lost  individual. Time  out 
9:50pm.Time  in:  10:22pm. 

8  Propane  leak  at  3 1 3  Salisbury  Rd.Time  out 
5:45pm.Time  in:  6:07pm. 

13  Report  of  smoke  at  10  Cedar  Lane.Time 
out  l2:l5pm.Time  in:  12:38pm. 


REAL  ESTATE TRANSFERS 


November 

30  Frances  D'Agostino  to  Joseph  P.  Roche, 
property  at  106  Wells  Lane,  $265,000. 

December 

4    Debra  R.  Haupt  to  Amanda  Thieriot  Nomi- 
nee Trust  2009,  property  at  1862  Home  Rd. 
$352,500. 

1 8   Salisbury  Rd.  LLC  to  Dennis  S.  &  Susan  L 
Gibbons,  property  at  Barnum  St,  $  1 68,000. 

3 1  Landmark  Volunteers,  Inc.,  to  BTCF 
Resources,  Inc.,  property  at  800  N.  Main  St. 
$450,000. 


January 

27  Federal  National  Mortgage  Assoc,  to 

Frederick  J.  &  Cathy  J.  Murnane,  property  at 
684  N.  Main  St,  $85,000. 

February 

4  The  Nature  Conservancy  to  Roger  Hed- 
mond,  property  at  1 786  S.  Undermountain 
Rd.,$  1 35,000. 

5  Bonnie  Trierweiler  &  Marjorie  A.  Keefner- 
West  to  Benjamin  E.  &  Farrah  S. Wax, 
property  at  25  Cross  Rd.,  $360,000. 
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Collecting,  Preserving  and  Transmitting 
Sheffield's  History  for  the  future 

The  1774  Dan  Raymond  House  Museum  offers  tours: 

Tuesday,  Wednesday  &  Saturday,  1 1  am  to  4  pm  (May-Oct.) 

Come  explore  the  daily  lives  of  common  people  from  the 

Revolutionary  generation  onward,  including  the  intriguing 

history  of  the  Sheffield  Tory  for  whom  the  house  is  named. 

The  Mark  Dewey  Research  Center  houses  the  town's  early 

archives,  including  tax  &  real  estate  records,  historic 

photographs,  and  genealogical  research.  Open  year  round, 

Monday  &  Friday  1:30-4  pm  and  by  appointment. 

Email:  mdrc@sheffieldhistory.org 

The  1834  Old  Stone  Store  located  on  the  town  green 

functions  as  the  Society's  gift  shop  and  exhibition  space. 

Open  weekends,  Saturday,  1 0  am  to  2  pm 

&  Sunday,  1 1  am  to  3  pm  (April-Dec.) 

159  Main  Street  |  PO  Box  747  |  Sheffield,  MA  01257 

413.229.2694  |  shs@sheffieldhistory.org 

www.SheffieldHistory.org 
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CATERING 

All  Size  Parties 


Specialized  Sandwiches, 
Soups,  Salads  &  Homemade  Foods 

Lottery -Beer*  Wine*  Groceries 

139  South  Main  St.,  Sheffield,  MA 
413-229-6610 
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Calendar  Page 


March 

I  Dog  license  renewals  begin  (p.  16) 

6  Dr.Seuss  Birthday  Party  at  Library  (p.  1 1) 

6  Dewey  Hall  Folk  Series:  Robby  Baier  (p.  8)) 

1 4  DAYLIGHT  SAVINGS  STARTS 

17  ST.  PATRICK'S  DAY 

1 8  Commission  on  Disabilities'  seminar  (p.  1 4) 

1 8  Third  Thursday  Lunch  at  Senior  Center  (p.  1 6) 

20  Quilt  workshop  (p.  10) 

20  FIRST  DAY  OF  SPRING 

29  PASSOVER  BEGINS  AT  SUNDOWN 

April 

3  Dewey  Hall  Folk  Series:  JoAnne  Redding  (p.  8) 

4  EASTER 

1 2  Senior  Center  swing  benefit  (p.  5) 

1 5  DEADLINE  FOR  THE  MAY/JUNE  ISSUE 

1 6  Berkshire  School's  Gracious  Living  Day  (p.  1 6) 
22  EARTH  DAY 

May 

I  "Voices  From  the  Field"  opens  (p.  I ) 

3  Annual  Town  Meeting  (p.  1 6) 

7  Local  markets  open  (p.  1 7) 

8  "Voices  From  the  Field"  reception  (p.  I ) 

9  MOTHER'S  DAY 
10  Town  elections 
31  MEMORIAL  DAY 

See  also  die  listings  for  Kiwanis  (p.  18),  Historical  Society  (p.  1 9) 
and  Bartholomew's  Cobble  (p.  20) 


It's  not  a  subscription.  It's  a  way  to  make 

Sheffield  a  better  place  to  live. 

Please  contribute! 


ONGOING  CALENDAR  ITEMS 

Meetings  or  events  that  occur  less  than  weekly  are  noted  with  a  week  number 
-  i.e.  "1st,  3rd"  indicates  meetings  on  the  first  and  third  times  that  day  occurs  in 
the  month.  *  indicates  appointment  needed.  Town  functions  listed  first. 

Meals  on  Wheels,  Mon-Fri,  except  holidays 
Mondays: 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  7am-12  noon 

Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1s',  3rd 

Conservation  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4th  (2nd  only  for  winter) 

Board  of  Health,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd 

Food  Assistance  Program,  Old  Parish  Church,  9-1 0:30am 

Foot  care  clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Ctr.,  1s' 
Tuesdays: 

Building  Inspector,  7am-12  noon 

Council  on  Aging,  5pm,  2nd 

Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Commission,  Town  Hall,  6:30pm,  2nd 

Industrial  Development  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7:30pm,  last 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

Children's  Story  Hour,  Library,  10am 

Senior  Center  "Lawn  Chair  Movie,"  11:30am 

Kiwanis  Club,  The  Bridge  Restaurant,  6:30pm 
Wednesdays: 

Senior  Center  Knitting  Group,  3pm,  1st 
Thursdays: 

Planning  Board,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4th 

Commission  on  Disabilities,  1s' 

Building  Inspector,  Thurs.  3pm-6  pm 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

*  Blood  Pressure  Clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9am-12pm,  2nd 

*  Hearing  Testing  available,  Senior  Center,  3rd 
Fridays 

Building  Inspector,  7-1  Oam 
Saturdays: 

Dewey  Hall  Folk  Music  Series,  8pm,  1st 

Senior  Center  Knitting  Group,  11am,  3rd 
Sundays: 

Men's  Group,  Old  Parish,  7:45am,  2nd 


SUPPORTTHE  SHEFFIELDTIMES,YOUR  COMMUNITY  NEWSLETTER! 


I  want  to  support  the  Sheffield  Times!  Enclosed  is  my  tax-deductible  donation  of  _ 


_,  made  payable  to 


the  Sheffield  Association,  P.O.  Box  1339,  Sheffield,  MA  01257 


Name: 


(as  you  would  like  it  to  appear  in  acknowledgments) 


Address: 


(where  you  would  like  issues  mailed  to  you) 


Email: 


LJ  I'd  like  my  contribution  to  remain  anonymous 

□  '  am  particularly  interested  in  or  have  experience  with 


n  I'd  like  to  get  more  involved  with  the  Sheffield  Times 


The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  of  charge  at  public  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls.  We  will  mail  issues  for  a  year 
to  everyone  who  makes  a  donation  unless  you  tell  us  otherwise.  Please  check  here  if  you  do  not  want  issues  mailed  to  you: 
The  Sheffield  Association  is  a  nonprofit  organization.  Donations  are  tax-deductible  to  the  fullest  extent  allowed  by  law. 
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CHANGE  SERVICE  REQUESTED 


THE  SHEFFIELDTIMES 
ANNUAL  APPEAL 


Each  year  we  need  to  raise  $20,000  to 
keep  the  Sheffield  Times  going,  to  pay  for 
printing,  postage,  insurance  and  the  like. 
Our  annual  appeal  has  so  far  brought  in 
$6,500  as  of  mid-February. 

Please  be  generous!  Support  your 
community  newsletter  and  help  us  keep 
publishing!  See  the  coupon  on  page  23. 


The  20 1 0  fund-raising 
goal  is  $20,000 


$20,000 


$15,000 


$10,000 


$5,000 


